
J-Term 2019 
 
WORKSHOP #1: Rescheduled for April 2 due to inclement weather – see below 

Taking WTL Assignments Online 
Facilitated by Dr. Colin Martin (Biology) 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
LIB LL21 (STELAR classroom) 

Workshop Description: 
With growing interest from faculty and students in online courses, now is a good time 
to think about how to translate Writing To Learn course assignments into an online 
context. This workshop will focus on some of the different factors involved in planning 
and successfully using WTL assignments in face-to-face contexts versus as primarily 
online assignments. We will also discuss how to convert existing WTL assignments for 
use in online and blended courses. Everyone is welcome, whether or not they have 
taught WTL courses before. 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2019 
 
WORKSHOP #2: 

WAC, First-Person Narratives & Museums 
 especially helpful to instructors of Art History (particularly ARTH 110) and faculty 
teaching Writing Intensive (WI) classes that are object-based or require a museum 
visit 
Facilitated by Dr. Jayme Yahr (Art History & Museum Studies) 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
ASC 235 ASC 236 

Workshop Description: 
Do you talk about objects in your classes? Maybe you have students visit museums, 
cultural centers, libraries, historical sites, or event spaces, but the visits seem to fall 
flat. This workshop will introduce the ways in which museums (and sites like 
museums) can be tools for learning in a WI course. Often, museum visits are gateways 
to discussing objects or ideas, but typically there is little discussion of, or writing 
about, how students view themselves within the site. By incorporating critical 
visitor/first-person narrative writing into course assignments, students learn to 
address the roles they play in visitor experience. Participants will leave with an 
example of a critical museum writing project that is also a student narrative. 
Participants will also leave with three strategies for employing museum visits to meet 
their course’s needs. 
 



WORKSHOP #3: (rescheduled from Fall 2018) 
Writing Exercises Supporting Communication and Thinking Skills 
Facilitated by Dr. Susanne Wagner (Modern and Classical Languages) 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
OEC 318 

Workshop Description: 
Want to get your students writing and need a few fresh ideas? This workshop will 
discuss strategies of how to successfully incorporate writing activities into beginner, 
intermediate, and advanced level courses in the humanities and social science in 
order to strengthen students’ critical thinking, writing, and communication skills. 
Participants will have a chance to try out some of the writing assignments during the 
session. 
 
 
 
 
WORKSHOP #4: CANCELLED 

Partnering with Librarians to Support Student Research 
Facilitated by Ms. Talia Nadir (Reference Librarian), Dr. Debra Petersen 

(Communication & Journalism) 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
LIB 102 

Workshop Description: 
 “It would be awesome if more classes did this. It is so nice to have that 

professional help from someone who is not your professor.” – COJO 338 
student 

 “It was great to have Prof. Petersen and Talia Nadir as a team supporting my 
research project. I am already using the research and critical thinking skills that 
we focused on in other classes and I know that I will use them in my career. I 
wish that I would have known all of this from the beginning of my college 
career!” – COJO 212 student 

 "It’s not just finding resources but what you do with them.” – COJO 100 student 
Research is one of the most challenging aspects of writing. As the student 
testimonials above illustrate, faculty-librarian partnerships can go a long way in 
helping students become confident researchers, thinking critically about their 
sources and then skillfully integrating them into their writing. Talia is a librarian who 
plays an active role in a research and learning process that extends throughout the 
entire semester in Debra’s courses. For them, the faculty-librarian relationship has 
proved transformative as a means of supporting student work in high-stakes research 
projects. Learn more about how you might partner with a librarian to support the 
student research process in your courses. 
 
 



 
WORKSHOP #5: 

Developing Useful Rubrics to Evaluate Student Writing 
Facilitated by Dr. Stephanie Lohse (Modern and Classical Languages) 
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
OEC 212 

Workshop Description: 
Would you like to be certain that you grade the last student paper according to the 
same standards as the first? If so, rubrics can help!  This workshop serves as an 
introduction to the use of rubrics to evaluate student writing.  Participants will learn 
how rubrics can be useful to both students and instructors; you will also learn how to 
select a rubric model and develop criteria that are aligned with the goals of the 
assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORKSHOP #6: CANCELLED 

Helping Students Write and Critique Poetry 
Facilitated by Ms. Mary Elizabeth Frandson (English) 
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
LIB 208 (tentative) 

Workshop Description: 
This workshop is an opportunity for rejuvenating one's way of teaching poetry to 
students. Mary Elizabeth Frandson has been fortunate to spend every year of the last 
decade attending workshops taught by the Chancellors of the Academy of American 
Poetry, including Naomi Shihab Nye, Gerald Stern, Robert Pinksy, Kay Ryan, Juan 
Felip Herrera and Edward Hirsch to name a few. Hearing them shoptalk poetic 
techniques they've used with students in their own classrooms has been invaluable, 
as Ms. Frandson has been able to adopt many of their strategies into the classroom, 
giving students new ways of looking at the craft of poetry, of playing with language, 
of creatively engaging with the text, and connecting with poets on the page. Within 
the span of a single workshop, and an ambitious playlist of poetic strategies to spin, 
the hope is that participants will leave with a new confidence and excitement about 
techniques that will bring students a more freeing, stimulating and meaningful way of 
reading poetry and finding that untapped potential in the discovery of their own 
poetic voice. 
 
 
 



WORKSHOP #7: 
WTL to Ignite Discussion and Keep the Conversation Going 
Facilitated by Dr. Paola Ehrmantraut (Modern and Classical Languages) 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
OEC 212 

Workshop Description: 
How can we approach a difficult topic that could potentially polarize class discussion? 
In a time when students are used to clicking fast, retweeting and staying in their echo 
chambers, how do we structure class discussion in a productive manner, away from 
those toxic habits of engaging other points of view? Paola Ehrmantraut will share her 
experience in teaching race, gender and immigration as examples of how to use WTL 
activities to keep the conversation going in a productive and respectful direction. 
 
WORKSHOP #8: 

Refining Rubrics for Evaluating Student Writing 
Facilitated by Dr. Stephanie Lohse (Modern and Classical Languages) 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
OEC 212 

Workshop Description: 
So you’ve designed a rubric that you think is appropriate for a specific assignment, 
but you’d like some feedback from your faculty peers before you finalize and start 
using it. Or maybe you have a rubric you’ve been using for years but which could use 
a little fine tuning. If either of these applies, then this is the workshop for you! In this 
workshop, faculty will work in small groups to give each other feedback on rubrics 
they are using or would like to use in their courses. Please be prepared to bring 
copies of both the rubric and the assignment. 
 
WORKSHOP #1: Rescheduled from January 30 CANCELLED 

Taking WTL Assignments Online 
Facilitated by Dr. Colin Martin (Biology) 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
LIB LL21 (STELAR classroom) 

Workshop Description: 
With growing interest from faculty and students in online courses, now is a good time 
to think about how to translate Writing To Learn course assignments into an online 
context. This workshop will focus on some of the different factors involved in planning 
and successfully using WTL assignments in face-to-face contexts versus as primarily 
online assignments. We will also discuss how to convert existing WTL assignments for 
use in online and blended courses. Everyone is welcome, whether or not they have 
taught WTL courses before. 
 
 



 
WORKSHOP #9: 

Breathing Across the Curriculum: Integrating Contemplative Practices to 
Support Student Writing 
Facilitated by Dr. Erika Scheurer (English, WAC Director) 
Thursday, April 18, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
ASC 234 

Workshop Description: 
Do your students seem more anxious and stressed than in the past? Do they have 
difficulty focusing their attention while reading, writing, or participating in class 
activities? Do you feel more stressed and distracted as well? If so, infusing 
contemplative practices into your teaching may help. Five years ago, Dr. Scheurer 
participated in a Faculty Development workshop on contemplative pedagogy and 
ever since, she has included contemplative practices in all her courses, first-year to 
graduate level. In this workshop, she will introduce you to simple, yet powerful, 
techniques you easily can incorporate into your classes right away. And thanks to the 
Center for Faculty Development’s sponsoring her to attend a weeklong 
Massachusetts summer session on contemplative pedagogy, she also will leave you 
with an array of materials and practices in case you want to take it a step further. As 
one of her students this semester wrote, “I wish all my classes did this!” 
 
 
 
WORKSHOP #10: 

Strategies for Effective Use of Peer Feedback 
Facilitated by Dr. Erika Scheurer (English, WAC Director) 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
12pm-1pm 
ASC 237 JRC 201 

Workshop Description: 
When it comes to teaching writing, peer feedback groups are frequently called the 
single most adopted--and then rejected-- pedagogical practice. The reason for this 
distinction is often that our students are not prepared to work effectively in writing 
groups. How can we prepare them? This workshop serves as in introduction to or 
review of strategies for effectively using peer feedback to support student writing in 
process. You will learn the benefits of using peer review as well as various strategies 
for preparing students to work effectively in groups.  
Optional: In this workshop, you also will have the option to receive feedback from 
YOUR peers on your process, feedback guides, etc. If you would like feedback on 
your current approach, please bring copies of any materials you use to facilitate peer 
feedback. 
 
 
 



WORKSHOP #11: 
Postmortem: Evaluating WAC materials used in your course(s) this semester 
Facilitated by Dr. Erika Scheurer (English, WAC Director) 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 
12:35pm-1:25pm 
ASC 234 

Workshop Description: 
While everything is still fresh in your mind, this workshop offers you an opportunity to 
reflect on what has worked well and not-so-well with your writing assignments this 
semester. We will learn from one another’s successes and brainstorm together to offer 
ideas for making our assignments even more effective next time around. 
Note: Because of tight exam schedules, we understand that some participants may need to arrive late 
or leave early. 
 
 


