
Spring 2021 WAC Workshops 

Getting the Most Out of Discussions on Canvas 

Facilitated by Dr. Deb Besser (Civil Engineering, Chair) 

Discussions on Canvas have the potential to be versatile course tools for in person, blended and 

asynchronous learning. But how we construct discussion activities will determine how well we 

meet our learning goals. In this workshop, we will explore several Canvas discussion devices, 

best practices and how Canvas discussions have the potential to achieve student’s need for a 

balance of connectedness and autonomy.   

 
Facilitating Student Peer Feedback 

Facilitated by Dr.Sergey Berg (Computer & Information Science) & Dr. Erika Scheurer (English, 

WAC Director) 

Regular and effective feedback is a critical step in the writing process that gives students some 

of the most personalized instruction possible. However, this feedback does not need to be the 

sole responsibility of the instructor! Feedback from other students is often received more 

positively than feedback from the instructor, and often helps both parties substantially improve 

their approach to writing. In this workshop, we will explore ways to empower students to 

provide feedback, facilitate effective peer-feedback in the classroom, and incorporate feedback 

by students alongside existing instructor feedback. 

  

Working with Writers with Learning Disabilities 
Facilitated by Dr. Susan Callaway (English, Center for Writing Director) 
If you’ve received notice from Disability Resources that you have a student who needs 
accommodations in your course, what does that mean about their writing? How does having 
dyslexia or a text-processing disorder manifest in students’ drafts? In this workshop, we’ll 
examine how the texts of students with learning disabilities (LDs) might appear and what we 
might assume at first about the students who wrote them. We’ll discuss strategies to support 
students with LDs, including how to talk to students early in the semester about what their 
disability means to them and have them describe how you could work most effectively with 
them and their writing and how they can engage in classroom activities—or which activities you 
should reconsider. You’ll leave this workshop with compassion for and insight into students 
with LDs and concrete ways to support their learning and the development of their writing 
abilities, including strategies for evaluating their work. Any student writing or accommodation 
descriptions we examine will absolutely protect the privacy of students. We hope to have a 
professional from Disability Resources on hand. This workshop is based on universal design in 
education principles, which means that the abilities you develop here will support your work 
with all of your students.  
 



WTL to Ignite Discussion 

Facilitated by Dr. Paola Ehrmantraut (Modern & Classical Languages) 

How can we approach a difficult topic that could potentially polarize class discussion? In a time 

when students are used to clicking fast, retweeting and staying in their echo chambers, how do 

we structure class discussion in a productive manner, away from those toxic habits of engaging 

other points of view? Paola Ehrmantraut will share her experience in teaching race, gender and 

immigration as examples of how to use WTL activities to keep the conversation going in a 

productive and respectful direction.  

 

Scaffolding Low-Stakes to High-Stakes Assignments 

Facilitated by Dr. Renee Buhr (Political Science) 

Are you trying to think of ways that you can roll all of the Writing Intensive requirements – low-

stakes writing, high-stakes writing, instructor feedback – into a coherent whole, but you are not 

sure where to start? In this session, attendees will cover one example of how low-stakes writing 

and peer review can be used as scaffolding for a complex, high-stakes writing assignment. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to consider how their own Writing Intensive courses can 

apply this “scaffolding” approach in discipline-appropriate ways. 

 

Supporting ESL/ELL Students in Academic Classes 

Facilitated by Suzanne Donsky (ESL/ELL Specialist) 

Would you like to feel more comfortable working with ESL/ELL students in your courses? 

Participants will learn useful practices and strategies to help support ESL/ELL students who are 

in the process of mastering academic skills. Some topics included will be issues concerning 

academic vocabulary, reading, and grammar. Some helpful ideas for working on writing and 

handling plagiarism also will be presented.  

 
Postmortem: Reflecting on this semester’s writing assignments 

Facilitated by Dr. Erika Scheurer (English, WAC Director)  

While everything is still fresh in your mind, this workshop offers you an opportunity to reflect 

on what has worked well and not-so-well with your writing assignments this semester. We will 

learn from one another’s successes and brainstorm together to offer ideas for making our 

assignments even more effective next time around. Note: Because of tight exam schedules, we 

understand that some participants may need to arrive late or leave early.    


