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Suggested Pre-Readings 

 

Chapter 12 – “Children Who Are Twice-Exceptional”, of: Webb, J. T., Gore, J. L., Amend, E. R., 

DeVries, A. R. (2007). A Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children. Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential 

Press. 

 Gifted children are able to use their high intelligence to mask a learning disability, so 

identification may come after a child has been in school for several years.  Have you seen 

evidence of your child’s giftedness hiding his writing disability, or the reverse, with his 

disability masking his giftedness? 

 The authors stress the importance of obtaining an accurate diagnosis.  What steps have 

you taken or will you take to ensure this? 

Heywood, Jonathan.  (2011).  Writing Pains.  http://www.2enewsletter.com/article_writing-

pains_2011.html  

 Jonathan didn’t realize that difficulty with writing was unusual until he entered 6th 

grade.  Do you think it would have been easier for him to accept this difference if he had 

been aware of his disability at a younger age? 

 What is your opinion about the use of assistive technology in school?  What possible 

solutions can you think of for the times Jonathan mentions that a laptop cannot be used? 

Craft, Diane.  Smart Kids Who Hate to Write.  http://www.diannecraft.org/article-003.htm 

 Which of these “symptoms of stress in the writing system” were you aware of before 

reading this article? 

 Did you immediately do the test for eye/hand dominance for yourself? 

PBS.  Difficulties with Writing.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/writingdiffs.html  

 Do you recognize your child’s symptoms in the neurodevelopment problems listed in this 

article? 

 The one problem twice-exceptional children are unlikely to have is the Higher-Order 

Cognition Problem.  What other reasons can you think of that would cause a gifted child 

to exhibit these symptoms? 

Rinard, B. (2004).  Tips for Parents:  The Reluctant Writer.  

http://www.davidsongifted.org/db/Articles_id_10310.aspx  

 Could your child’s difficulty with writing be due in part to poor instructional fit, or 

boredom with assigned tasks? 

 What is your response to the author’s assertion that writing equals thinking?  Do you 

think the messages in this article might help motivate your child? 

http://www.2enewsletter.com/article_writing-pains_2011.html
http://www.2enewsletter.com/article_writing-pains_2011.html
http://www.diannecraft.org/article-003.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/writingdiffs.html
http://www.davidsongifted.org/db/Articles_id_10310.aspx
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Discussion Notes 

Topic Strategies to try 

What is the issue? 

 Handwriting 

 Spelling 

 Sequencing 

 Reading 

 Other   

 

What symptoms do you see? 

 Mixed eye/hand dominance 

 Vertical reversal 

 Leaving out letters or words 

 Rearranging letters or words 

 Closing one eye while reading or writing 

 Fatigue or hand cramps from writing 

 Disinterest with subject matter, or 
reluctance to perform for the teacher 

 Other  

 

What might be the underlying cause? 

 Attention issues (ADHD) 

 Visual issues 

 Spatial Ordering Problem 

 Sequential Ordering Problem 

 Memory Problem 

 Language Problem 

 Graphomotor Problem 

 Too many ideas to choose between 

 Boredom with material 

 Lack of motivation due to “skills and 
drills” teaching 

 Perfectionism  

 Criticism from others 

 

What should you do? 

 Keep track of symptoms 

 Talk to your child’s teacher 

 Consult with professionals 

 Help identify strategies that work for your 
child 

 Advocate for accommodations  

 

What should the school be doing? 

 Comprehensive testing 

 Modifications to homework 

 Accommodations for testing 

 Allowing and/or providing assistive 
technology 
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Discussion Questions 

1. What are your concerns about your child’s writing skills? 

a. The appearance of the writing 

b. Spelling errors 

c. Organization of ideas 

d. Completeness of thoughts 

e. Unwillingness to complete assignments 

f. Length of time required to write 

g. Other  

2. Does the teacher share these concerns?  Are your concerns based on teacher reports 

about your child’s writing? 

3. How does your child feel about writing? Does writing: 

a. Cause headaches? 

b. Hurt his hand after a short time of writing? 

c. Feel awful because of the sensation of the pencil lead on the paper? 

d. Make her feel bad about herself for not being able to write as easily as 

classmates? 

e. Take too long to allow him to keep up in class or on tests? 

f. Confuse her because she feels as though she’s cramming a huge amount of 

information into a funnel and doesn’t know what will come out? 

4. What strategies have you tried at home to help with writing? 

5. What has been tried at school? 

6. If your child has received a diagnosis of a writing disorder, was it through the teacher, 

the school, or an outside professional?   

7. What follow-up have you done to ensure that this diagnosis is correct? 

8. Does your child have access to assistive technology, such as a laptop, a LiveScribe pen, or 

voice recognition software? 

9. Have you worked with the school in creating an individualized learning plan, whether a 

formal IEP or Section 504 Plan, or an informal agreement for adaptations? 

10. How do you communicate with your child’s teacher about your child’s progress? 

 



 

Writing Issues 
 

Rules for the Road 

1. Let your child know that his writing difficulties are not his fault.  Writing 

requires coordination of three sets of skills; motor skills, visual skills, and language 

skills.  Having the ability to concentrate and the means to organize information 

are also key components.  Writing may seem to come as naturally as breathing to some, 

but if one of these systems has even a small glitch the whole mechanism suffers.  

Acknowledging a glitch in the system is easier than feeling stupid, or suffering through 

endless accusations of laziness.  Also, finding out what that glitch is makes it easier to 

devise compensation strategies. 

2. Find the problem.  Your child’s school is obligated to discover the root of a learning 

problem through a comprehensive assessment.  If your child is enrolled in a public 

school, you only need to ask.  Before, during, and after this process, keep these things in 

mind: 

a. Be clear about what you think the problem is.  If your child’s teacher 

thinks she is just being lazy and could write if she wanted to, you have some 

documentation to do.  You know your child best—you’ve read with her, helped 

her learn to form letters, spell words, and compose notes. As you do your 

research, take note of what you have seen that leads you to believe there is a 

problem.  If the teacher pointed out the issue to you, make sure you get details 

about what’s going on in the classroom to cue the teacher that a problem exists. 

b. Be specific about what you are asking for.  You may be satisfied with an 

informal assessment with a member of the school staff who has some experience 

with reading issues, or you may insist on having a comprehensive battery of tests 

administered by a district psychologist.  Keep in mind a third option, which is 

paying an outside professional to do the testing.  You would foot the bill in this 

case, but you may get more accurate results from someone who is knowledgeable 

about both giftedness and writing disorders. 

c. Follow up each and every conversation and meeting with an email of 

thanks, stating in the clearest terms possible what was agreed upon, and copy 

everyone involved on each email.  This is your paper trail.  If the people you met 

with have a different idea about what they agreed to, they will need to spell it out 

more clearly.  Follow up that clarification with another email to all involved.  You 

are protecting yourself and your child from empty promises and future 

forgetfulness from the school.  They have a lot of students, and details can easily 

be forgotten.  Part of your role as your child’s advocate is to keep track and 

follow up. 

d. Set a schedule for checking in on progress.  Don’t be afraid to be a 

squeaky wheel—keep your reminders polite and brief, and be consistent.  You 

don’t want to wait until February to check in and find out that nothing has been 

done yet. 

3. Start with the strengths.  Whatever the root of your child’s writing issues, be sure the 

school continues to address his strengths first.  Remediation to the exclusion of other 
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learning can put a real damper on motivation and self-esteem.  Any agreement you reach 

with the school to address your child’s learning disability should also include solid 

accommodations for his giftedness. 

4. Use assistive technology (see Food for Thought below for some ideas.)  That’s what 

it’s there for. 

5. Take dictation when the assignment isn’t designed to assess writing mechanics.  Allow 

your child to share stories and ideas by taking away the physical torment of writing them 

down. 

6. Arrange with the teacher to allow your child to write freely, without worrying 

about grammar, punctuation, or spelling unless the assignment is designed to assess 

those skills.  Creative writing should be graded for content rather than mechanics. 

7. Teach your child to type.  Find software, a class, or a tutor to help your child develop 

good keyboarding skills at his own pace.  Even in cases where motor functioning is the 

issue, typing can eventually be less of a struggle than forming letters on paper. 

8. Don’t be afraid to ask for advice from both the gifted specialist and the special 

education teachers.  Their areas of expertise do overlap, though they may never have 

consulted about a student before.  Both fields focus on each student’s individual 

needs, and both are dedicated to helping kids reach their full potential.  Collaboration 

between these two specialists, the classroom teacher, you, and your child is the best 

possible scenario for overcoming the challenges of a writing disorder while maximizing 

the gifted potential of your child. 

9. Make sure your child is not being singled out in any way because of his 

disability.  He may not wish to share a diagnosis of dyslexia with his classmates.  The 

teacher’s responsibility is to ensure that he feels respected and safe in the classroom.  

Modifications to homework, such as limiting the number of math problems worked, 

should be kept between your child and the teacher.  Care should be taken to help your 

child avoid situations in which students correct each other’s writing samples. 

10. As you research your child’s writing disability, you will find all kinds of games, 

devices, techniques, and software that target both specific and more generalized issues.  

Be choosy—if it’s free and looks like fun, give it a try, but ask around before purchasing 

expensive promises.   
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Food for Thought 

Much of the available assistive technology that helps kids write was created by, and for, people 

with writing difficulties.  You know those smart kids who couldn’t write an essay in school to 

save their lives, but could make anything happen with a computer?  They’ve grown up and are 

creating gadgets and computer software to compensate for the very skills they struggled with in 

school. More apps and devices are being created all the time, so find what works for your child.  

As Jonathan mentioned in his article (link in the pre-reading section), until schools catch up 

with technology, there will be times when your child will have to write.  Some time spent on 

developing coping and compensations skills is important, but don’t push remediation to the 

point where your child shuts down.  Most of us no longer pound our laundry with a rock in a 

stream; allow your child to use technology to express her thoughts more easily! 

The table below is an excerpt from the Project2Excel Assistive Technology chart.  To see more, 

visit http://www.stthomas.edu/project2excel/OurResources/default.html  

Livescribe 

 

2 GB Pulse Smartpen     

$99.95 

Livescribe, Inc 

http://www.livescrib

e.com/en-us/ 

 

Livescribe Pulse Smartpen records what you hear and write. 

Headset enables distance recording, microphone records clear 

sound, infrared camera captures everything you write and draw on 

dot paper. (Dot paper can be copied) Transfer notes and audio to 

computer using a standard cable connection.  

For children with auditory processing problems, this could allow 

them to write down what they think they hear and then listen to 

the recording later to see if they were correct. 

Irlen 

Glasses 

 

• 10 overlays    $37.50 

• 10 overlays  

   (w/book, Reading 

by the Colors)   

$48.50 

• Glasses    $100-$192 

 

http://irlen.com/inde

x.php 

The Irlen Method provides a unique service for some children and 

adults identified with reading and learning difficulties, low 

motivation, attention deficit disorder, or discipline problems. Even 

good readers and gifted students can be helped. 

Children who get headaches and migraines while reading might 

be helped by these glasses. 

The overlays can be used to determine which color works for a 

student, and worksheets can be photocopied on that color. 

New 

Novelist 

 

$49.99 

(5th/6th Grade and 

up) 

Creativity Software 

http://www.newnove

list.com/NN3/ 

 

Select the template that best fits your novel idea and NewNovelist 

will automatically create the structure of your novel for you. The 

structure also contains detailed writing advice at every stage of 

your novel, is completely flexible and can be changed at any time. 

Can view stories broken down by chapter. This program is also 

good for reports and papers. It can determine what grade level a 

student is writing at. 

Great resource for kids 4th grade and up.  A lot of auditory 

supplements for kids who are auditory learners.  Includes visual 

http://www.stthomas.edu/project2excel/OurResources/default.html
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/
http://irlen.com/index.php
http://irlen.com/index.php
http://www.newnovelist.com/NN3/
http://www.newnovelist.com/NN3/
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aspect, interactive tabs, and personalization.  Additionally, it has 

a thesaurus, dictionary, word finder, and read-aloud program. 

Story 

Wizard 

 

 

 

$54.99 

(Ages 9-16) 

Creativity Software 

http://www.storywiz

ard.co.uk/ 

 

Story templates provide general structure and guidance. A place 

name database covers the whole world, and there is a function that 

reads back aloud what has been written on the screen. 

Good for reports, papers, as well as stories. 

This software is fun and inviting with lots of sounds and colors.  

Students fill in various sections with character, setting and plot 

ideas. 

Kids will probably need to be told ahead of time that the software 

will not write the story for them. 

Timeliner 

XE 

 

$99.00 

(All Grades) 

Scholastic/Tom 

Snyder Production 

 

http://www.tomsnyd

er.com/timelinerxe/ 

Visually organize information on a timeline, sequence, or cycle. 

Allows student to organize data—from historical events, to 

scientific processes, to story arcs—to see the connections and 

transform information into knowledge. 

Goal setting – can break down into steps. (Project manage) 

This is very fun software.  It offers students many design ideas, a 

library of clip-art, and safe research links. 

Dramatica 

Writer’s 

DreamKit  

 

 

$53.95 

Write Brothers, Inc. 

 

http://www.screenpl

ay.com/p-34-writers-

dream-kit.aspx 

 

 

Create a story concept and develop into a detailed sequential story. 

Story structure tool keeps track of the relationships among 

characters, plot, and theme. Dramatica’s Story Engine is able to 

predict dramatic structure for your story based on creative 

decisions you make. 

This is very advanced writers software.  The detailed character 

development and story structure investigations would make 

teaching tools on their own.   

This would be good software for students really determined to 

write a novel or screenplay. 

Co:Writer 

 

Don Johnson 

Incorporated 

http://www.donjohns

ton.com/products/co

writer/index.html 

Co:Writer works in conjunction with any application you write in 

like MS Word, Online, Blogs, Email, etc. As you type, it interprets 

spelling and grammar mistakes and offers word suggestions in real 

time. Helpful for students who have illegible handwriting, very 

poor phonetic or inventive spelling, a physical disability that 

makes typing difficult, or difficulty translating thoughts into 

writing. 

http://www.storywizard.co.uk/
http://www.storywizard.co.uk/
http://www.tomsnyder.com/timelinerxe/
http://www.tomsnyder.com/timelinerxe/
http://www.screenplay.com/p-34-writers-dream-kit.aspx
http://www.screenplay.com/p-34-writers-dream-kit.aspx
http://www.screenplay.com/p-34-writers-dream-kit.aspx
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/cowriter/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/cowriter/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/cowriter/index.html
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Read:OutLo

ud 

 

$319.00    (1 

computer) 

Don Johnson 

Incorporated 

 

http://www.donjohns

ton.com/products/re

ad_outloud/ 

Provides access to the new electronic books required in IDEA, 
provides text-to-speech and study tools that help students read 
with comprehension. Helpful for students who: have Dyslexia 
which makes reading a challenge, are reading two or more levels 
below grade level, have a print disability that interferes with fluent 
reading, or that have trouble with comprehension. 
 

Write:OutL

oud 

 

 

 

 

$107.00    (1 

computer) 

(For Grades K-12) 

Don Johnson 

Incorporated 

 

http://www.donjohns

ton.com/products/ 

write_outloud/index.

html 

Write:OutLoud reads words as they are written, providing real 

time auditory feedback. Writing tools include spell checker, 

homophone checker and dictionary to help students confirm their 

word choice. Helpful for students who: are reluctant to write, have 

moderate grammar and spelling challenges, and those who write 

better with auditory support. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.donjohnston.com/products/read_outloud/
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/read_outloud/
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/read_outloud/
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/write_outloud/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/write_outloud/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/write_outloud/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/write_outloud/index.html

