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As an alumna of UST and of the LDCW, I’m 
grateful for this 25th anniversary occasion to 
revisit the women’s center and meditate on 
its story again. Around the time of the 10th 
anniversary, I was fortunate to be enjoying 
amazing professional opportunities at the 
LDCW. In the process, I was afforded a gold 
standard example of the collaboration, 
encouragement and productivity that is possible 
when women come together.

Especially in OEC 103, we can imagine or 
remember Luann Dummer smiling, striding 
purposefully down the hallway, and be thankful 
for the wisdom of her gift. 

I’m thankful, too, for past conversations in that 
space with the late Pauline Lambert, an LDCW 
founder who related stories from its history.

Thank You! Young-ok An and Christine Balsley 
for support and assistance with this anniversary 
project. Thanks, as ever, to my mentor, Debra 
Petersen, who exemplifies Luann’s spirit in her 
own unique way. Big thanks to the amazing Pat 
Alexander, who, even in retirement, gets it done 
for the LDCW! and to Kathy Pritchard, for her 
swift and beautiful design work.

Grateful for “Many Voices”: Thank you student 
writers Madelyn Larsin, Jayda Pounds and 
Kendra Tillberry for your fine contributions. 
Thanks to Susan Alexander, Ann Johnson, Susan 
Myers and Nancy Zingale for their historic 
support of the LDCW and for guidance with this 
piece. 

Wisdom Has Found Herself a Home, 
Ansgar Holmberg, CSJ;
a favorite piece in the art collection of 
the Luann Dummer Center for Women
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FROM the DIRECTOR
Dr. Young-ok An
The physical and symbolic space of the LDCW 
has been a source of gratitude and pride for 
many at St. Thomas. It is a great joy for us to 
mark its 25th anniversary with the publication 
of Wisdom’s Home, all the more meaningful 
since the incomparable Susan Clayton oversaw 
its production, just as she did with our 10th 
anniversary booklet, Wisdom Found. This 25th 
anniversary occasions a moment of reflection 
and celebration, recognizing the LDCW’s 
continuous work and forward momentum. 

When I became director, I immediately 
inherited the responsibility of the Center’s 
20th anniversary celebration, a sort of baptism 
by fire. At the time, I felt that the LDCW was 
perfectly poised to enter into its “institutional 
adulthood,” with the help of a number of well-
established programs and a symbolic transition 
for the University: the appointment of its first 
female president. 

As the campus climate changes, the LDCW 

has always provided support and leadership, 
particularly in affirming the rights and voices 
of underrepresented groups. It is hailed as 
a hub for feminist discourse and activism for 
the entire St. Thomas community -- through 
its sponsorship of countless events and 
programs, and through its partnerships with 
many branches across the campus. The guiding 
question for me as director has been “what can 
the LDCW uniquely do to empower and support 
the campus community?”

The strength and fellowship of past directors 
and the LDCW advisory board have inspired my 
work at the Center. They provided inspiration, 
support, and guidance. I’m very happy that we 
recognize the history of the LDCW’s leadership 
through this project. As I read through Wisdom’s 
Home, I’m filled with a happy conviction that 
the LDCW will continue to flourish, with its 
strong foundation laid out by the late Dr. Luann 
Dummer. 
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At the door to the Luann Dummer Center for 
Women (LDCW) is an airy display of art and its 
invitation to pause. Inside the space, a bank of 
windows opens onto a busy walkway. Located at 
the heart of the University of St. Thomas’ (UST) 
St. Paul campus, the LDCW is a polestar for re-
sources and programming that serve students, 
staff and faculty. It’s a place for information, 
acknowledgement, encouragement, service, 
and messaging; home to a history of program-
ming that developed in response to the grow-
ing presence of women at the school in the late 
20th century. The LDCW began with a need, and 
exists because of a gift.

Since the 1885 opening of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Seminary, a precursor to the University of St. 
Thomas, the contributions of women were nec-
essary to the development of the institution that, 
in effect, admitted only men until the late 1970s. 
The Sisters of St. Joseph supplied housekeep-
ing and medical care through World War II; by 
midcentury they were able to enroll as graduate 
students in education. Many female librarians 
and administrative assistants were important to 
the community over the years; women began to 
join the faculty after 1947. Nearby College of St. 
Catherine opened in 1905, beginning a sister 
relationship with St. Thomas, although shared 
classrooms were not instituted until 1957.

WISDOM’S HOME
25 Years of the Luann Dummer Center for Women
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Dr. Luann Dummer (1942-1992) arrived to teach 
at the College of St. Thomas in 1971 and was 
witness to significant shifts to come. In 1977, 
the school became co-educational as women 
were officially admitted as undergraduates, 
making St. Thomas the largest private college in 
Minnesota. To sustain growth, the college was 
designated a university in 1990. That same year, 
in response to issues identified in a campus cli-
mate study on women’s experiences, the Univer-
sity Committee on Women was established to 
address opportunities and resources at UST.

Luann served as English Department chair from 
1976-1988 and was named a Professor of the 
Year in 1989. She and her female colleagues 
were achieving honors and “firsts” as faculty 
members and administrators. At the same time, 
they also advocated to ensure a healthy climate 
for St. Thomas women to come. As the school 
grew and diversified, offices like the Center for 
Jewish-Christian Learning and Center for Senior 
Citizens Education were opened to manage 
non-degree services. The idea of a women’s 
center - with a distinct space, governing and 
programming structure - began to circulate.  
“How can we build a place for women here?” 
was consistently pondered. Luann provided the 
answer.

Luann was a feminist, energetic, fun-loving. In 
1992, upon receiving a diagnosis of swiftly-mov-
ing cancer, her response was to focus on realiz-
ing the women’s center project. With the means 
and the wisdom, she crafted a dynamic last 
contribution to the UST community, endowing 
funds to jumpstart and maintain this enterprise. 
Additionally, her arrangements instituted a se-
ries of distinguished women speakers, to recur 
on campus each March, during Women’s Histo-
ry Month. It was characteristic of Luann’s spirit 
that she also provided for a large party uniting 
friends and coworkers (and setting a mood for 
celebration that persists in her name). 

Luann’s colleagues were tapped to bring their 
understanding of the St. Thomas environment 
to bear in launching what would be named 
the Luann Dummer Center for Women.  Stal-
warts Pauline Lambert, Susan Alexander, Joan 
Piorkowski, Brenda Powell, Gale Yee, Denise 
Wilbur, and Nancy Zingale took great care with 
this venture. Per Luann’s wishes, a governing 
and funding framework independent from, but 
reporting to, the University was formed, along 
with an inclusive advisory board structure that is 
sustained today.

The Center was sited conveniently, within the 
lower quad, in a main floor space at O’Shaugh-
nessy Educational Center (OEC), where Luann 
had held classes. An interesting and welcoming 
layout was designed - with a dose of purple - to 
feature its benefactor’s art collection. The blue-
print provided work space for a director and 
staff, with options for informal gatherings, pre-
sentations and business meetings. The Center 
is located around the corner from the OEC 
Auditorium, venue for the annual March speaker 
series. 

A dedication ceremony opening the Luann 
Dummer Center for Women was held on April 
28, 1993.

The Center serves as an incubator and resource 
for relevant initiatives; participants gather over 
ideas in the circle of chairs, work with poster 
board on the floor, spread out projects at the 
conference table. It is also home to rituals for 
daily life, the scene of Book Circle discourse, 
Yarn Tamers knitting and Feminist Friday noon 
events. It’s an inviting and safe space, whether 
the need is a quiet moment or a crucial discus-
sion, and has been described as a “living room” 
for visitors who are welcome “just as they are.”

A solid slate of opportunities is maintained at 
the Center, including assistantships for student 
workers, and awards, fellowships, research 
grants and conference scholarships available to 
students, staff and faculty. 
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The centerpiece of LDCW programming remains 
the Women’s History Month Luann Dummer 
Lecture Series, featuring the voices of women 
with a variety of perspectives, on topics reflected 
in related events throughout the year. As a mat-
ter of course, writers, artists, scholars and activ-
ists are invited to share their work at the Center. 
Programs can develop as needed; the LDCW has 
been called to respond to events involving sexual 
harassment, racial tension, and gender equality 
issues on campus. The LDCW has strong ties with 
the University Advocates for Women and Equity 
(formerly the University Committee on Women) 
and with the Women’s Studies program. Over the 
years, it has collaborated with several other UST 
departments and with the Associated Colleges of 
the Twin Cities.

Directors that oversee the LDCW in turn have 
been drawn from UST faculty. They bring a variety 
of disciplines to the work and are empowered to 
personalize the mission of their term. Highlights 
of the Center’s history can be organized by their 
contributions; in the following essays, friends of 
the LDCW reflect on that history.

Dr. Meg Wilkes Karraker    
1993-1996

As founding director, Meg Wilkes Karraker es-
tablished lasting routines, especially by enacting 
the LDCW’s mission to serve as a meeting place. 
When referring to the LDCW, she insisted on using 

Luann’s full name, in recognition of the founder’s 
role. Meg worked closely with Luann’s friend and 
University administrator Dr. Pauline Lambert to 
steer the introduction of the Center’s mission. Her 
colleagues Dr. Susan Alexander and Dr. Nancy 
Zingale were on hand to help guide the first years. 

Susan recalls: While Luann’s vision for the Cen-
ter was strong, specifics included only the March 
speaker. Because none of those on the planning 
group knew the shape the Center would take, the 
first director was crucial. With great imagination, 
Meg crafted that vision into exciting initiatives and 
programs.

Meg made a terrific first director of the Center, 
states Nancy. She had boundless energy, countless 
ideas, and a personality that welcomed and en-
gaged stakeholders in the new Center.

During her term, Meg oversaw programming that 
addressed wage equity, financial planning, sexual 
harassment, aging parents, breast cancer, eating 
disorders, women in science, and faith journeys, 
with a nod to Susan B. Anthony’s birthday. In 1994, 
she supervised inaugural Women’s History Month 
Speaker events as the LDCW hosted writer Caro-
lyn Heilbrun. The Center supported the Take Your 
Daughters to Work movement, creating a tradition 
of activities that were popular with the St. Thomas 
community. The first awards for undergraduate 
research and faculty and staff development were 
delivered during Meg’s directorship.



7

A sociologist, Meg taught courses on 
global gender, marriage and families, and 
adolescence. Her research and writing focused 
on family business values, family social 
problems, and service learning. After her term 
as LDCW director, she continued to make vital 
contributions to the St. Thomas community: 
she was honored as a Professor of the Year in 
2005 and received the John Ireland Presidential 
Award for Outstanding Achievement as a 
Teacher/Scholar in 2014.

It is with great sadness the St. Thomas 
community received the news of Meg’s passing 
in November 2018. Dr. Susan Myers, director of 
Women’s Studies (WMST), says that Meg was “a 
rock” for her, a feeling many of her colleagues 
shared. Sue states: I depended on her insights 
on so many occasions, and she always came 
through with perceptive thoughts and good 
advice, whether we were discussing Women’s 
Studies internships, individual courses, or the 
importance of actually attempting to take time 
away from work during university breaks. She 
gladly took time to be interviewed by a middle 
school student about feminism and then invited 
the student to the Luann Dummer Lecture 
series. Meg also generously conducted a focus 
group of graduating seniors and recent grads in 
order to get their perceptions on the strengths 
and needs of the WMST program as part of an 
external program review. In everything, Meg’s 
advice always came down to the question: 
“What is ultimately best for our students?”

Current LDCW director Dr. Young-ok An also 
notes: Meg’s shepherding and contribution to 
the LDCW continued throughout my tenure: 
she often held class in the LDCW, included it 
in her famous “scavenger hunt” event for the 
graduating seniors, and responded to my every 
question with tremendous wisdom and care. We 
are all indebted to Meg’s exceptional energy, 
dedication, and leadership.  

Dr. Brenda Powell     
1996-2000

Throughout the beautiful and somewhat 
challenging history and implementation of 
the LDCW, the Center has been fruitful during 
all of these years due to the tenacity of its 
courageous directors, the second of them being 
Dr. Brenda Powell. Dr. Powell was the director 
over a four-year period and made it her job 
to relay the mission of Dr. Luann Dummer and 
what she had wanted accomplished for women 
on campus, especially after it became a co-ed 
institution. During my interview with Dr. Powell, 
she mentioned John Paul II’s Ex Corde Ecclesiae 
and its role in defining what it meant to be a 
Catholic university. This also had some bearing 
on her work because it influenced what types of 
speakers could be contracted along with what 
topics they could cover. This was challenging, 
especially through the intersectionality of 
the Catholic tradition and being a woman on 
campus. 



8

As a way to raise awareness about women on 
campus, and the space, Dr. Powell created a two-
year series titled Women in Christian History, which 
featured two nationally acclaimed speakers and 
covered the topics of Women in the Biblical World 
(Old and New Testament), Women in the Early 
Christian World, Women in the Middle Ages and 
Reformation, and Women in American Christianity. 
She also created partnership with local community 
organizations such as the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom; they helped wom-
en in the community get to Beijing for a confer-
ence. Throughout all of these accomplishments, Dr. 
Powell was also trying to convey the importance of 
the women’s center since men told her that it was 
unfair that women had a space and they didn’t. She 
took this as an opportunity to walk them down to 
different buildings, look at all the statues, and when 
they realized that the campus was a men’s space, 
it became ever so clear how important the Luann 
Dummer Center for Women is. 

Another item of note Dr. Powell mentioned was 
her strong network of support and guidance from 
the fellow women on campus. There were so few 
of them that they all knew each other and could 
provide assistance whenever advice was needed 
or if an event or something else came up. The Lu-
ann Dummer Center for Women has come a long 
way and there is so much more to the story, but it 
will also continue to grow and flourish as well with 
the continued support of the community. 

Jayda Pounds
Undergraduate studies in Entrepreneurship with a minor 

in Theology, UST; Student Worker for the 
Luann Dummer Center for Women 

Dr. Debra Petersen     
2000-2006
A coalescing force of energy, Dr. Debra Petersen 
welcomed the community into the University 
of St. Thomas’ campus through its heart and 
physical center – the Luann Dummer Center for 
Women. The legacy she leaves is one rooted in 
collaborating, mentoring and sharing knowledge.  

Dr. Petersen drew people in to be part of the 
Luann Dummer Center for Women. Whether they 
were undergraduate or graduate students, faculty, 
members of the administration, her two young 
girls who were four years old and eight years old 
when she first started as director, or other members 
of the community, Dr. Petersen brought people 
together to envision a brighter world for women. 
Many of them continue to engage and participate 
years after their first introduction to the Center. 

Her commitment to mentorship was sparked 
when she was taken under Luann Dummer’s wing 
in the early 1990s. As a new professor on campus, 
Dr. Petersen was inspired by Luann’s fearlessness 
and vision for the future. After Luann’s death, Dr. 
Petersen grew inspired by Luann’s tremendous gift 
and worked hard every day to make the LDCW’s 
mission of addressing the needs and aspirations 
of all women a reality. She inspired and mentored 
the next generation of powerful and thoughtful 
women, just like Luann had done for her. 

March speaker Mariah Burton Nelson and friends

Debra Petersen with March speakers, 
the Guerrilla Girls
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By bringing her own passions and vision for 
feminism, Dr. Petersen incorporated her love 
for art, sustainability, racial justice, science, and 
communication studies into the events she 
planned and the projects she created. Each 
project was strategically planned to give a voice 
and provide power to people often marginalized 
in other spaces. She also worked to foster an open 
and diverse campus by cultivating a safe space to 
learn and be free at the Luann Dummer Center for 
Women.
Highlights of Dr. Debra Petersen’s six-year tenure 
as director:
•  Dr. Petersen spearheaded and brought people 

together to implement several art exhibitions 
on campus. This work was possible through 
the relationship and collaboration Dr. Petersen 
cultivated with the Art History department and 
through the passions of graduate students Dr. 
Petersen mentored. The exhibitions included: 

    “The Myth That is True,” an exhibition of Native 
American women artists; 2001

    “Wisdom Found: The First 10 Years of the Luann 
Dummer Center for Women;” 2003

    “Cuadros of Pamplona Alta: Textile Pictures by 
Women of Peru;”  2005

    “Collaborations: Women, Mentorship and the 
Visual Arts;” 2006

•  By recruiting some of the smartest and well-
known people, Women’s History Month speakers 
during her tenure included: oceanographer 
Sylvia Earle on women and science; Dr. Bonnie 
Dow on representations of feminism in popular 
culture; and, the Guerrilla Girls on the lack of 
women’s voices in all aspects of the art world.

•  Dr. Petersen empowered and inspired many of 
the people she worked with through her passion 
and dedication to their development and their 
success. 

Kendra Tillberry
Master’s in Creative Writing and Publishing candidate, 

UST Graduate Assistant for the 
Luann Dummer Center for Women 

Dr. Corrine Carvalho 
2006-2012

Dr. Corrine Carvalho is a big idea/picture 
person.  As director of the Luann Dummer 
Center for Women, new programming ideas 
were constantly in her frame of reference.  She 
took these ideas to make connections and 
collaborations with other campus departments 
and other organizations to make them come to 
fruition.  

As soon as one idea had become reality, she 
was moving onto another challenge.  These 
were fast paced and exciting times in the Luann 
Dummer Center for Women.   There were 
increasing issues to be explored and addressed.   
Dr. Carvalho’s passions for collaborating, social 
justice and global women’s rights evolved into 
the projects that the LDCW created during her 
six-year tenure as director.  
Her choices of Women’s History Month speakers 
reflected these passions.  For example: 
Minnijean Brown-Trickey, a member of the Little 
Rock Nine, gave a first-hand account of racial 
desegregation in our schools.  Her speech was 
given at a time of some racial unrest on our 
own St. Thomas campus.  It served as a point of 
reference and rallying cry for social justice.

Take Out Boxes: Is This What You Mean by Cultural 
Diversity?, Cynthia Holmes; Collection of the LDCW
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Dr. Corrine Carvalho (continued)

Another initiative during Dr. Carvalho’s tenure 
was establishing a monthly book club at the 
Luann Dummer Center for Women.  The 
criterion for the works selected was simple: it 
must be written by a woman.  

Dr. Carvalho collaborated with and served on 
the university’s Sexual Violence Prevention 
Committee.  Programming like “Take Back the 
Night” was an integral part of the schedule and 
also involved the participation of the student 
group “Women’s Circle” which was formed at 
the Center.

International women’s rights and issues 
were explored through Feminist Fridays, 
Women’s History Month speakers, and book 
club selections.  An example was Women’s 
History Month speaker, Mary Robinson, former 
President of Ireland, speaking on the global 
impact of the economy on women and children.  
Dr. Corrine Carvalho’s legacy as director of the 
Luann Dummer Center for Women will be one 
of pro-action in collaboration and social justice 
issues.  She brought an incredible array of these 
ideas to the attention of not only the St. Thomas 
community but the community at large.  And 
she made us all aware of the importance of 
group action to address injustice.  

Pat Alexander
Administrative Assistant for the  

Luann Dummer Center for Women, 1999-2012 
Yarn Tamers founding member 
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Dr. Young-ok An
2012-2019
During her term as director, Dr. Young-ok An: 
•  Raised the profile of the LDCW as the hub of 

campus activities and discourse concerning 
women and gender. Strengthened the 
LDCW’s reach to the campus community 
by establishing its web page, featuring 
its programming through regular 
communications through Newsroom 
announcements and listserv, and expanding 
the newsletter Many Voices, offered in print 
and digital form.    

•  Led fantastic Women’s History Month speaker 
events, such as Sarah Paretsky, Winona 
LaDuke, Roxane Gay, and Lynsey Addario. 
Expanded programming that addresses the 
intersections of race, gender, and sexuality 
by working closely with Student Diversity 
and Inclusion Services, Excel!, the Office of 
Inclusion and Diversity, and QSA. 

•  Established the increased and continuous staff 
presence at the LDCW.

•  Worked with and supported student 
groups such as FemCom, Catholic Women’s 
Leadership, and Queer-Straight Alliance by 
providing resources and a safe, energizing 
space to explore questions and activities 
related to feminism. 

•   Intensified the LDCW’s coordination with 
the Women’s Studies program by increasing 
funding for its curriculum development and 
grant opportunities for its faculty and students.               

                                            
Dr. An credits past directors for successful 
programs such as Feminist Friday, as well as 
the “indelible mark” that each woman left 
on the Center. When reflecting on her own 
unique contribution, Dr. An hopes to be 
recognized for her passion for supporting 
feminist scholarship, an attentive leadership 
that integrated activism and intellectualism, 
working toward intersectionality stemming from 
her own ethnic background and biculturalism, 
and the expansion of programs to address both 
ongoing and emergent issues. Also, the Center 
staffer (currently Christine Balsley) and the 
student workers have been a fantastic team. 

March speaker Roxane Gay addresses the UST crowd
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Dr. Young-ok An (continued)
The art in the Center also provided a sense 
of confidence and conviction throughout her 
seven years as director. In particular, the print 
in her office, Symmetry of Hearts by Brenda 
Joysmith, features three Muslim women that 
have symbolized sisterhood and courage 
beyond national and cultural boundaries. As a 
literary scholar, Dr. An also finds encouragement 
in women writers who courageously challenged 
the patriarchal culture and whose voices have 

stood the test of time—Mary Wollstonecraft, 
Mary Shelley, the Brontë sisters, Virginia Woolf, 
Adrienne Rich, and Toni Morrison, just to name 
a few. 

Working with student groups has also been a 
source of great joy and inspiration for Dr. An. 
Her generous mentorship and support are 
something that many St. Thomas students and 
faculty have experienced.  

The reach of the Center is felt throughout the 
entire university—its presence both expansive 
and inclusive. In part due to Dr. An’s courageous 
leadership, the Center has expanded that reach 
even further and has become a powerful and 
invaluable presence on campus. 

Madelyn Larsin 
School of Social Work, MSW expected 2021; 

UST-St. Catherine University 
Graduate Intern at the 

Luann Dummer Center for Women

Yarn Tamers blanket project, LDCW staffers Pat Alexander & Christine Balsley at far right
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WOMEN IN MOTION
As the Center prepares to welcome its next director, it’s useful to look at history for 
wisdom. At the same time, the 2018-19 theme at the LDCW is forward-looking; Women 
in Motion continues the momentum of 25 years of contributions from founders, staff, 
board members and a multitude of participants who have connected at the Center, 
living Dr. Luann Dummer’s legacy.

The Luann Dummer Center for Women addresses the needs and aspirations of women. 
The center’s educational programs, activities, and resources are available to students, 
faculty and staff of the university. These services foster the intellectual, spiritual and 
personal development of women, and promote an open and diverse environment 
at St. Thomas. By enhancing academic experiences and providing developmental 
opportunities, the center assists women in achieving their highest potential. As the 
center fulfills this purpose, it contributes to the entire campus community. 
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LUANN DUMMER LECTURE SERIES 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH SPEAKERS

Annually, in March

1994 Dr. Carolyn Heilbrun 
“Writing of Women’s Lives: Adventures in Detective Novels & Biographies”

1995 Dr. Mary Frances Berry
“Long Memories: Gender, Race and Social Policy”

1996 Dr. Lydia Villa-Kamaroff
“A Life in Science: When Turtles Want to Fly”

1997 Dr. Rosemary Radford Ruether
“Femaleness and the Image of God: Questions for Theology and Ministry”

1998 Dr. Bernice Johnson Reagon
“The Sacred Repertoire of Sweet Honey in the Rock” 

1999 Susan Chira
“A Mother’s Place: Choosing Work and Family Without Guilt or Blame”

2000 Dr. Rebecca Blank
“Welfare Reform and Women’s Well-Being: What Have We Learned  

About Effectively Fighting Poverty?”

2001 Dr. Bonnie Dow
“Magical Teenagers, Skinny Lawyers, and Warrior Princesses:  

Can Prime-Time Feminism Survive the Millennium?” 

2002 The Guerrilla Girls 
An anonymous collective of female artists and art-world professionals who seek to 
expose sexism and racism in the art world and the culture at large. A multi-media 

presentation.

2003 Dr. Sylvia Earle 
“Experiencing the Deep Frontier”

2004 Mariah Burton Nelson
“How Title IX and the Women’s Sports Revolution are Transforming  

Women, Men and Society”

2005 Dr. Julianne Malveaux and Ms. Deborah Perry Piscione
“Unfinished Business:The 10 Most Important Issues Women Face Today”
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LUANN DUMMER LECTURE SERIES 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH SPEAKERS CONTINUED

Annually, in March

2006 Dr. Bernice Sandler
“Warming Up to The Chilly Climate”

2007 Dr. Stephanie Coontz
“Courting Disaster? The Past and Future of Marriage”

2008 Minnijean Brown-Trickey
“Return to Little Rock”

2009 Susan Faludi
“Does Feminism Still Matter?”

2010 Mary Robinson
“The Impact of the Global Economic Crisis on Women and Children”

2011 Gail Collins
“America’s Women”

2012 Sheryl WuDunn
“Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity Worldwide”

2013 Dr. Sara Paretsky
“Women, Speech, and Silence”

2014 Dr. Haleh Esfandiari
“The Women’s Movement in Iran and the Middle East”

2015 Winona LaDuke
“Woman and Native Struggles: Toward Ecological Transformation”

2016 Dr. Roxane Gay
“Bad Feminism 101 with Roxane Gay”

2017 Nina Totenberg
“Women’s History and the Supreme Court”

2018 Lynsey Addario
“Women’s Work in the Time of War”

2019 Ann Bancroft  
“No Horizon is So Far”
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ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATORS
• Tracy Hyland
• Pat Alexander
• Beth Blonnigen
• Jessie McShane
• Christine Balsley

LUANN DUMMER CENTER FOR WOMEN, DIRECTORS 

1993-1996 
 
Dr. Meg Wilkes Karraker
Sociology & Criminal Justice

1996-2000 

Dr. Brenda Powell
English Department

2000-2006 

Dr. Debra Petersen
Department of Communications & Journalism

2006-2012 

Dr. Corrine Carvalho
Theology Department

2012-2019 

Dr. Young-ok An
English Department



17

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
• Susan Alexander
• Martha Ballard
• Diane Benz
• Jeanne G. Buckeye
• Anastasia Carlone
• Michelle Croteau
• Jeannine M. Harff
• Amy Hayden
• Ann Johnson
•  Monique Maier Keffer
• Jill Manske
• Earline McCauley
•  Mark Stansbury 

O’Donnell
• Corrine Carvalho
• Joyce Roen
• Angela Stanco
• Jane Stendahl
• Michelle Tweten

• Alison K. Vogel
• Denise Wilbur
• Ronda Willhard
• Gale A. Yee
• Nancy Zingale
• Susan Myers
• Manuela Hill-Munoz
• Brenda Powell
• Elizabeth Dussol
• Curt Le May
• Laura Robert
•  Victoria (Tori) Svoboda
• Melissa Seymour
• Marie Lopez del Puerto
• Jazzmine Jackson
• Kait McBrady
• Morgan Schreurs
• Mary Ann Ryan
• Keith Pille 

•  Vanessa Cornett-
Murtada

• Carey Winkler
• Laura Noppe
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