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One way of helping students situate a course on philosophical ethics within the context of 

Catholic intellectual thought is to get them to reflect on the commitments and practices that are 

fundamental to the specific religious tradition that founded, and in many cases still 

fundamentally informs, the university that they are attending. The University of Dayton is a 

Marianist institution.  Often students understand that that means we are a friendly community, 

but they do not really reflect on the characteristics of the institution and why certain things are 

emphasized in the curriculum and in daily life.  Students may understand that service is 

important to the university community, but they may not connect this to any underlying 

Marianist practice. A class session that focuses on the character of the institution can help 

students better understand the context in which they are currently living.  It can also help them 

think about what it means for an institution to have a character and how that character relates to 

their own intellectual and moral development.   

 

Before this class session, students are asked to read Characteristics of Marianist Universities.  

http://www.udayton.edu/documents/characteristics_20091119.pdf This is a 34-page booklet that 

was developed by the three Marianist Universities in the United States (Chaminade University of 

Honolulu, St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, and the University of Dayton).  The booklet 

summarizes Marianist spirituality and connects it to a philosophy of education.  It emphasizes 

that the transformation of social order can only take place in communities of faith and love.  It 

sets out the connection between spiritual practice and the characteristics of educational practice.  

The basic characteristics are explicated under five headings:  education for formation in faith; 

providing an excellent education; educating in family spirit; educating for service, justice, and 

peace; and educating for adaptation and change. 

 

In response to the reading, students are asked to look for words that might characterize a 

Marianist educated person and to write brief explanations of why these characteristics are 

important to the Marianist community and to the University of Dayton community.  There is a 

section on fostering friendship that may help them deepen their understanding of their initial 

experience of the university. They are asked to think about where they find an on-going 

conversation between the intellectual life and the faith life of the community.  
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For the class session, inviting a member of the Society of Mary to talk about Marianist education 

and to address questions is ideal.  If the student responses are posted on a web-based teaching 

tool, this guest can have access ahead of class to the student responses.  


