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Fall 2020 
 

HONR 480-01 (CRN 45401) – Honors At the Heart of Time 
Fall 2020 – Tuesdays, 9:55 AM - 11:35 AM             Location:  BEC LL30A BEC 111 
Faculty:  Ora Itkin (Music) and Steve Laumakis (Philosophy) 
 

What then is time? If no one asks me, I know what it is. If I wish to explain it to him who asks, I do not 
know. – St. Augustine 
 

This seminar will center upon temporality and our experiences of time. It will probe subjectively 
experienced time as that which is integral to the structure of human experience, examining how the 
medium of music provides unique potentialities to access some of the disclosing aspects of human 
experience unavailable to other modes of inquiry. 
 

One premise of this seminar is that thinking about time is best accomplished while also attending to 
our own interests, passions, experiences, and commitments. This means that this seminar will 
culminate in individual project “The Sense of Now”. This project will consist of written philosophical 
essay-meditations (5-10 pages) as inspired by a specific piece or selection of music of any style or 
genre the student presently resonates with, and demonstrate how using multiple existential tools the 
student acquired during this seminar helped them to develop an encompassing perspective in their 
present life. Working on this project will enable the student to develop a deeper understanding of 
how empathetic sensibilities and self-reflection allow them to mediate their sense of the past and their 
experience in the world of today. Everyone is therefore responsible for tuning into what seems most 
pressing, meaningful, perplexing, or exciting about the reading and the listening. Staying true to the 
nature of seminar, the class will be listening and responding to each other’s’ presentations in the last 
weeks of the seminar. 
 

 
 

HONR 480-02 (CRN 45402) – Honors 50 Years Since Stonewall: Sexuality, Race, & Resistance 
Fall 2020 – Thursdays, 1:30 PM - 3:10 PM              Location:  Online 
Faculty:  J. Roxanne Prichard (Psychology) and Patricia Maddox (Justice and Society Studies) 
 

This course will examine the intersection of race, gender, sexuality, and identity from both a 
sociological and psychological perspective. Historical and contemporary LGBTQ* issues such as 
access to mental health care, physical health care, and legal issues around discrimination and 
harassment will be explored. We will also highlight social change, social movements, and resistance 
around these issues throughout the course. The course goals are to provide students with an 
understanding of LGBTQ* rights issues since the 1969 Stonewall Uprising, while also allowing 
students to envision the future and where to fight for social change. 
 

 
 

mailto:berg7582@stthomas.edu


HONR 480-L03 (CRN 45819) – Honors Astrobiology 
Fall 2020 – Thursdays, 9:55 AM - 11:35 AM             Location:  OSS LL18 
Faculty:  Gaston “Chip” Small (Biology) and Michael Wood (Physics) 
 

Astrobiology, the study of the origin, distribution, and future of life in the universe, has emerged as a 
field of study in recent decades, yet it has roots in ancient Greek philosophy. It is inherently 
interdisciplinary, positioned at the intersection of the fields of geology, astronomy, and biology, and 
yet it also asks questions that extend into the realms of philosophy, history, and theology. It is also an 
outstanding vehicle for learning about the philosophy of science, as it explores what inferences can 
and cannot be made based on limited data and thought experiments. Astrobiology asks questions 
such as: 
 

• What is life? 
• How did life on Earth get started? 
• What special properties of the Earth and the Solar System make our planet habitable? 
• What caused life to evolve into complex organisms instead of remaining simple? 
• What is the history and future of terrestrial life? 
• Is there life elsewhere in the universe? 

 

This seminar will explore these questions and the diverse approaches that astrobiologists are using to 
try to find answers. The course will be structured around student-led discussions based on course 
readings, a series of informal writing assignments, and a final research paper on a topic of the 
student’s choice. 
 

 
 

HONR 480-06 (CRN 45489) – Honors Medical Matters: Being an Effective Practitioner or Patient 
Fall 2020 – Mondays, 5:30 PM - 7:10 PM  Location:  MHC 208 
Faculty:  Colin Martin (Biology) and Mani Mokalla (Children’s Hospital) 
 
Healthcare in the U.S. is a highly complex system that everyone will experience at some point. This 
seminar will address some of the challenges that face professionals in delivering quality care as well as 
those that face patients on a daily basis. Topics that shape modern medicine and its delivery will be 
considered: how practitioners approach the art of diagnosis, the communication and cultural hurdles 
that can exist between practitioners and patients, advocacy by and for patients, how limited resources 
are allocated, and the challenges posed by various health disparities. This course will address aspects 
of health care that are often overlooked in science and content courses, and will encourage students 
to think about some of the challenges that users and providers face in our health care system. By the 
end of the course students will be aware of key topics that affect how we develop, deliver, and 
experience health care. Grading will be based on class participation, engagement in health simulation 
activities, reflective and proposal writing, and an end-of-the-course essay or presentation. 
 

 


