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IDSC 480-1 (CRN 10058) – Digital Storytelling in Contemporary Society 
J-Term 2017 – MW 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  Location:  OEC 318 
Faculty: Shirley Nieto-Kramer (Modern & Classical Languages) and C. Candace Chou (Teacher Education) 
 
Storytelling is an art and technique for cultural preservation, persuasion, and creative expressions. 
  
Stories transmit information and transfer experience in a very engaging way, offering perspective, personalization, and 
insight. 
  
Digital storytelling refers to the use of digital tools to share stories or narratives for various purposes. The recent 
development in social media has brought digital storytelling to a new level by allowing users to co-create, remix, and 
share stories through various platforms. Why should anyone learn about digital storytelling? As more people rely on the 
web for information, YouTube has become one of the top search engines on the Internet. More people look up videos on 
the Internet to stay informed. Leveraging digital storytelling techniques to share information or promote a cause will 
contribute to meaningful content creation and democratic participation of the society. Using video to tell a story is a 
powerful way to communicate ideas and preserve culture. This course offers an overview on how digital storytelling has 
been utilized in today’s society, drawing examples from education, language learning, advertisement, marketing, 
community development, pop culture, games, social media, organization learning, and cultural preservation around the 
world. This course provides a hands-on opportunity for students to create their own digital stories for a cause or creativity. 
In addition, this course will explore the interactivity and narrative of digital media through the creation of multimedia 
projects. It will examine digital media as a tool for seeing, exploring, expressing and social critique. 
  
Students will acquire a better understanding on the power of digital storytelling and learn the techniques to design, 
develop, implement, and evaluate digital storytelling. Participants are strongly encouraged to bring a laptop or a mobile 
device with camera and video-editing apps to the class. 
 

 
 
IDSC 480-2 (CRN 10240) – Honors Contemplative Practices 
J-Term 2017 – TR 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM  Location:  MHC 211 
Faculty: Susan Stabile (Office for Spirituality) 
 
NOTE:  This seminar will NOT appear in Class Finder as registration for an experimental seminar is controlled by 
the faculty member.  Please contact Susan Stabile directly (sjstabile@stthomas.edu) if you would like to be enrolled in 
this seminar. 
 
Contemplation is a part of every spiritual tradition and is increasingly recognized as a helpful component of a liberal arts 
education and professional development. Even many who do not consider themselves religious engage in various forms 
of contemplative practices. Contemplation leads to greater self-awareness and compassion, as well as increased 
concentration and well-being. This course will introduce you to contemplative practices from different spiritual and 
humanistic traditions, giving you the opportunity to learn from your own experience of them. You will also learn from the 
writings of practitioners ranging from Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross to Thich Nhat Hanh and BKS Iyengar. Note 
that there will be a significant experiential and community based learning component to the course. 
 

 


