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Summer financial aid is primarily calculated on remaining aid eligibility from the 2019-2020 academic year. Review 
the Summer Financial Aid Guidelines thoroughly as you will be responsible for all information provided. If you have 
questions about any of the information listed, please contact the Financial Aid Office (FAO) at (651) 962-6550. To receive 
consideration for Federal and institutional financial aid you must be admitted to the University of St. Thomas as a 
degree-seeking student.

PART 1 – DEADLINES and REQUIRED FORMS

?    What deadlines relate to financial aid during summer school?
Regardless of which summer term you enroll in, you must be registered for your classes and your financial aid file must 
be complete (i.e., all forms/documents submitted and error free) by June 2, 2020, to qualify for the Minnesota State 
Grant and Federal Pell Grant and to ensure timely processing of eligible aid. Any documents/forms received after June 
2, 2020 will be processed, if time permits, but there is no guarantee of financial aid. Review Part 4 - Enrollment Status 
carefully to determine how your financial aid will be affected if you change your enrollment plans, withdraw, or do not 
have all necessary paperwork in by the deadline.

?      When will I be notified of the results of my summer financial aid application?
If you are currently enrolled at St. Thomas you should receive email notification of summer financial aid eligibility within 
1-2 weeks of submission of the summer application. 

?      What financial aid forms must be submitted to determine my summer financial aid eligibility?
In addition to the Summer Financial Aid Application, the FAO must have an official 2019-2020 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on file. Some aid may be available based on the 2020-2021 FAFSA, so it is recommended 
that you have this on file at St. Thomas as well.
If your FAFSA is selected for verification (process whereby we collect tax documents, etc., to verify the information 
provided on the FAFSA is accurate) you must submit additional forms which the FAO will request. 

PART 2 – BILLING INFORMATION

?      How is tuition charged at St. Thomas?
Tuition at the University of St. Thomas is charged on a per credit basis. Tuition varies depending on which type of 
course you are taking. Details are posted at www.stthomas.edu/summer.

?    How will I be billed?
All students who register for Summer Term will be billed at the end of May, with payments due in June, July and August. 
You must register for all your summer session credits at the same time to ensure your financial aid is properly processed 
and credited to your account. A 1.1% finance charge will be applied to any outstanding balance each month as defined 
in the Business Office Payment Agreement Form.

?    When will financial aid be credited to my student account?
It varies depending on the type(s) of financial aid you receive. The Federal Pell Grant and, in some cases, the MN 
State Grant will pay based on the number of credits for which you are actually enrolled, not the enrollment status you 
provided on the summer financial aid application. You must be officially enrolled in all courses by the end of the drop/
add period (June 2, 2020) of each summer term or your Pell and MN State Grant will be reduced or canceled.
Federal loans cannot be received and applied to your account until you are enrolled at least half-time (6 credits or 
more) and until your classes are in session.  
Private loans will be processed when you are enrolled in all the credits you report on the summer application. Payment 
will be made when funds arrive from your lender, provided you are still enrolled in all courses. Classes must be in 
session for payment to be requested.
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PART 3 – FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS
?    What financial aid is available during summer?

The following financial aid may be available if you did not exhaust your eligibility during the 2019-2020 academic year:
  •  Federal Pell Grant  •  Federal Direct Plus Loans
  • Minnesota State Grant •  Private Loan Programs
  •  Federal Direct Loans

?       Can I receive financial aid for living expenses if I am enrolled less than half-time during the summer (i.e.,     
5 credits or less)?
No. Federal guidelines do not permit us to include living expenses for students enrolled in 5 credits or less. Therefore, 
you will be responsible for covering your rent, groceries, utilities, car expenses, etc., during the summer. 

?        Can I receive financial aid if I am enrolled in a course but there is no tuition charge associated with the     
course(s)?
It depends on your enrollment status. If you are enrolled less than half-time (5 credits or less) you may only qualify for 
Pell and Minnesota State Grant consideration. However, if you are enrolled in 6 credits or more during summer school 
we are allowed to include a living expense component in your budget to assist with books and living expenses.

PART 4 – ENROLLMENT STATUS
?      Does the Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities (ACTC) agreement exist during the summer months?

No. The ACTC agreement does not exist during the summer sessions; therefore, any courses taken at any of the ACTC 
colleges, or any other college, cannot be considered when determining your summer aid eligibility at St. Thomas.

?      How many credits must I be enrolled in to receive financial aid?
The number of credits you need to be enrolled in varies depending upon the type(s) of aid for which you wish to be 
considered. Remember, even if you are enrolled in the minimum number of credits you still must have remaining 
eligibility from the 2019-2020 academic year in order to qualify for the desired funds.
Below are the minimum number of credits you must be enrolled in, over the course of the summer terms, to be 
considered for the type of aid listed:

  Minimum number
 Program of Credits:  
 Federal Pell Grant 1
 Minnesota State Grant 3
 Federal Loans 6 
 Most Private Loans   6*
 *Exception:  Certain loans are available to students enrolled in fewer than 6 credits. Please consult the Financial Aid 

Office for more information. 

?     If my enrollment changes during summer school will my financial aid be affected?
Yes. You must enroll in the number of credits you initially reported to us in order to receive the aid offered. If your 
enrollment changes your financial aid will also change. The FAO will monitor your enrollment throughout the 
summer to ensure you are enrolled in the number of credits you initially reported to us. Any financial aid received 
may be reduced, returned or canceled if you enroll differently than initially reported, or withdraw from a course and 
receive a tuition refund.

?    What happens if I withdraw from all course(s) during summer school?
 If you are considering withdrawing from all your summer courses it is strongly recommended that you meet with a 
financial aid counselor first to discuss your plans and the possible financial aid consequences. Federal financial aid 
guidelines dictate students must earn their aid based on the number of days they have attended class in a term. 
In some instances St. Thomas may be required to return more money to the federal government than a student 
receives in an institutional refund. In this situation, the student would then owe a balance to the university.
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?     Does my financial aid require adjustment if I withdraw from only a portion of my courses during summer 
school?
 If you are not enrolled as planned or withdraw from one or more courses, your aid will be reduced/adjusted.  
Please contact the FAO if you plan on withdrawing from one or all your courses to determine how it will impact your 
financial aid award.

?    Can I still have financial aid processed for Summer School if I withdraw or if summer term has ended?
If St. Thomas has not received a valid 2019-2020 FAFSA at the time you withdraw or by your last date of attendance, 
you are not eligible for any aid. If a valid FAFSA has been received and you are selected for verification you will 
have until September 15, 2020, or 120 days from the day you withdraw to submit the necessary documents to 
complete verification, whichever is earlier. The Federal Pell Grant is the only aid for which you may be considered by 
completing the verification process. Once you withdraw from classes, you become ineligible for Federal loans and 
Minnesota State Grant consideration for summer term.

?      If I register late (after 100% drop/add for the term is completed) for a course will it affect my financial aid?
Yes, it may. You only qualify for Minnesota State Grant and Federal Pell Grant for the credits you are registered in at 
the completion of the drop/add period (June 2, 2020).
Federal Direct loans or supplemental loans will not be processed until you have registered for the number of credits 
you indicated on your application.

?       If I take courses at another college, can St. Thomas determine my financial aid based on the combined 
credit load at both institutions?
No. A student who is enrolled at two post-secondary institutions simultaneously can request one school to process 
aid on behalf of both schools only if both schools have a policy in place that allows for consortium agreements. The 
University of St. Thomas does not participate in consortium agreements.

?     May I receive financial aid for a study abroad program for summer?
If the program is approved by the Study Abroad Office at St. Thomas, we can determine your eligibility for financial 
aid based on the costs of the study abroad program. 
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PART 5 – PROGRAM SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:
Federal Pell Grant Program:

You may be eligible for Federal Pell grant during the summer if you did not exhaust your eligibility for the program 
during fall or spring semester in 2019-2020. 

Minnesota State Grant Program:
If you were eligible for Minnesota State Grant during the academic year and you enroll in 3 credits or more during 
summer school, you may qualify for funding during summer school. If you are a visiting undergraduate student for 
summer and qualified for state grant at another Minnesota college during the academic year, please contact the 
Financial Aid Office at (651) 962-6550 for further instructions.

Federal Direct Loans (requires a minimum enrollment of 6 credits):
Please review the following bullets regarding Federal Direct Loans as they may apply to you:
•  Federal Direct loan eligibility for summer classes is determined by the amount of Federal Direct loans you 

borrowed for the 2019-2020 academic year.
•  If you are a junior or senior, and you borrowed the maximum Federal Direct loan for your grade level during the 

academic year, you will not be eligible for additional Federal Direct loans for summer.
•  If you are a freshman or sophomore, and you will advance a grade level after spring semester 2020, you may be 

eligible for additional Federal Direct loans for summer. We will not process any additional loans based on a grade 
level change until after grades are posted for spring semester.

•  If you will be graduating in December of 2020, indicate this on the summer aid application and specify your 
number of fall credits.

•  First-time Federal Direct loan borrowers must complete entrance loan counseling and complete a Master 
Promissory Note. You may complete these requirements online at https://link.stthomas.edu/dlprocessing.

•  Federal Direct loans will not be processed until you are registered in the number of credits you indicated on 
your application. You must register for all of your summer school credits at the same time to ensure your loans will 
be processed properly.

Other Loan Programs:
There are a variety of loan programs available to assist students with their educational costs through federal and state 
sources and through private lenders. Private loans will not be processed until you are registered in the number of 
credits you indicated on your application. Your options include:

Federal Direct PLUS Loan (requires a minimum enrollment of 6 credits)
To obtain an application and review loan requirements, please visit our website below. 

Private Loans 
If you are eligible for Private Educational Loans you must initiate the application process by applying directly with 
a lender at the appropriate website. The Financial Aid Office will certify an application received from any lender. 
Specific information about private loans is available at our website (www.stthomas.edu/otherloans). The lenders 
listed on this website are not specifically endorsed by St. Thomas. St. Thomas does not and cannot guarantee the 
lenders noted will provide the best benefits, interest rates or services. It is your responsibility to research the options 
available to you.
Please use your specific summer enrollment dates for the loan period when applying for your loan online. Please be 
aware that for some private loans, you must be enrolled at half-time status (6 credits) or more for the summer term. 
Check the eligibility requirements for any private loan you are considering.


