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How to Encourage Your Students 

to See a Peer Consultant
There are many ways you can encourage your students to take advantage of the Center for Writing. Some words of warning first. Please don’t require your students to see us. No matter how well-intentioned the idea, your students will resist and several will see a conference as punitive. In addition, we simply don’t have the resources to work with an entire class in one or two weeks on top of the conferences we are already holding. 

Instead, consider the following measures that will help your students seriously consider visiting us as they work:

1. Mention us. Students tell us in our surveys that you have influenced them the most in their decisions to come to the Center for Writing. And mention us often—at the beginning of your course and as students are just beginning an assignment for you. Students don’t realize that we can work with them early in the writing process to think: to understand what you’re asking of them, to plan their papers, to take the time to analyze the arguments in a reading, to find the best support for their own claims. And mention us to your best students as well as to those who are struggling.

2. Include some basic information about us in your syllabus. Feel free to edit or copy the descriptions and our hours from our brochure, or to use the text I’ve provided at the end of this handout.

3. In general, require drafts or proposals—something that enables students to get involved in the process of writing. This will many times challenge any unfortunate habits they have and get them working actively thinking and writing much earlier. They typically then find their way to us. . .
4. Give students extra credit for coming to see us. However, please require that in order to earn this credit, they need to choose when they’ll come (for what paper, at what juncture), to come prepared, and to write a short reflective essay on their conference. Prompt them with specific questions that trigger genuine response—and thus a genuine involvement in their experience—and full credit for their visit.  Please see our separate handout on how to design this extra credit opportunity for your students.
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The Center for Writing provides you with assistance in writing. Undergraduate and graduate students at all levels of experience and expertise across the university come to work in our intensive one-on-one hourly sessions. Peer writing consultants can help you with analyzing texts and arguments, understanding an assignment, developing your ideas, creating a focus, organizing, and revising for clarity.

Services are free. The staff does not offer an editing service, but instead works collaboratively with you to help you best express what you want to say in your writing. 

We recommend you make an appointment to guarantee you have one hour with a consultant at a time you need it most. Contact us at least a day ahead of when you’d like to come in.

The Center is open 

Mondays through Thursdays

9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Fridays 




9 a.m. – 12 noon 

Sundays in O’Shaughnessy-Frey Library 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Contact us by email: 
writing@stthomas.edu
Visit our web site:
www.stthomas.edu/writing and click on “Resources for Writers” or “Ask a Consultant”
