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The CFW Extra Credit Opportunity
Many instructors hope their students will take advantage of the Center for Writing, and are surprised when they don’t. In response, instructors might be tempted to require a visit to the Center. Unfortunately, this has repercussions that undermine our mission: we want writers to choose to see a peer consultant and thus learn how to be involved in and take charge of their own learning. Consultants are prepared ask genuine questions and helps students think through their ideas, and can tell when students have come in on their own to truly listen and engage in conversation.
Benefits

The “Extra Credit Opportunity” is a method that enables students to choose to see us and then to learn from that experience. Your students, you, and the CFW will all benefit from your incorporating this extra credit into your course from the very beginning: 
· in addition to your conferencing, you’ll show students that their improvement as individuals is important to you 
· you’ll encourage genuine thought as they work intensively with the consultants

· you’ll help students incorporate a sense of audience into their writing process (i.e. that they’re writing to someone who is listening and cares about what they think)

· you’ll give students a way to demonstrate to you that your assignments matter to them and that they’re taking their learning seriously 

· you’ll enable the consultants to help students develop and practice strategies for genuine revision (rather than just fixing errors) 

· you’ll help us help your students reflect on their experiences in the CFW, in your course and develop a “metacognitive awareness” of their learning—what research shows is vital for improving academic literacy 
Here’s What You Can Do

Find a way to incorporate extra credit into your course, and encourage students to come 2-3 times at a time they choose over the semester (no more or they’ll just keep coming just to improve their grade). Figure out exactly how much each visit will be worth. You might add it on to the participation grade, or connect it directly to the grade for papers. 

Above all, let the students choose when to come to the CFW over the entire semester. Don’t attach the extra credit to a single paper.

Be clear in your instructions that merely coming to the CFW for five minutes and getting one of our reports will not suffice. The need to come prepared with their text, notes, or drafts. Assign a short reflection paper that requires clear descriptions of what happened and the effects on the writer and his or her process. And give a specific deadline for these papers.

