




    Philosophy Majors & Minors & Assorted Faculty 
 
    Saturday, October 6, 2007 
 
    9:00 am—7:00 pm 
 
    Minnesota Humanities Center, St. Paul, MN 

etreat 
The Nature & Bases of VocationThe Nature & Bases of VocationThe Nature & Bases of Vocation   

What is a vocation?   
In what sense is the study of philosophy a calling or vocation?   

Is it possible to have multiple vocations?   
If so, how might these vocations relate?   

Can my manner of carrying out a task (rather than simply the task 
itself) be vocational?   

If so, how?   
 

Join us for reflection on philosophy as a vocation, recreation, and  
a chance to meet other philosophy students and faculty.   

All costs for the retreat are covered through the generosity of  
Dr. Thomas Sullivan, acting as Aquinas Chair.       

 
If you have questions about the retreat, please contact  

Dr. Catherine Deavel (651) 962-5372. 

Space is limited; please sign up as soon as possible in the Philosophy department office (JRC 241).   
SJV students should contact Fr. Baer before signing up for the retreat. 



In our present historical moment, China is undergoing the great-
est revolution in Chinese history. China, now the factory of  the 
world, is quickly becoming the economic powerhouse of  Asia, 
and soon, the entire globe. In the wake of  this spectacular eco-
nomic rise, China has, through a program of  soft diplomacy, be-
come both a model of  development and a partner to nations in 
different corners of  the world. Politically China has also arrived. 
But culturally, China is still a mystery. In this lecture, I will reflect 
on the imminent influence of  Chinese culture on a new order. 
Here comes China! 

Roger T. Ames is Professor of Philosophy and editor of Philosophy 
East & West. His recent publications include translations of Chinese 
classics: Sun-tzu: The Art of Warfare (1993); Sun Pin: The Art of Warfare 
(1996) and Tracing Dao to its Source (1997) (both with D.C. Lau); the 
Confucian Analects (1998) and the Chinese Classic of Family Reverence 
(2008) (with H. Rosemont), Focusing the Familiar: A Translation and 
Philosophical Interpretation of the Zhongyong, and A Philosophical Transla-
tion of the Daodejing: Making This Life Significant (with D.L. Hall) (2001). 
He has also authored many interpretative studies of Chinese phi-
losophy and culture: Thinking Through Confucius (1987), Anticipating 
China: Thinking Through the Narratives of Chinese and Western Culture 
(1995), and Thinking From the Han: Self, Truth, and Transcendence in Chi-
nese and Western Culture (1997) (all with D.L. Hall). Recently he has 
undertaken several projects that entail the intersection of contempo-
rary issues and cultural understanding.  His Democracy of the Dead: 
Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China (with D.L. Hall) 
(1999) is a product of this effort. 

 

Wednesday 
October 24, 2007 

7:30 p.m. 

JRC Auditorium 
(JRC 126) 

 

 
 

GUEST  
LECTURE 
 
In conjunction with the CAS Infusing 
Chinese/East Asian Culture Across 
the Curriculum initiative funded by the 
3M Foundation 

For more information, please contact: 

Dr. Stephen Laumakis 
Department of Philosophy 
651.962.5363 
sjlaumakis@stthomas.edu  

Getting Past  
the Fortune Cookie:  
Here Comes China! 

Roger T. Ames 



Tuesday, October 30, 2007   12:00 noon – 1:00 pm    
JRC Auditorium (JRC 126) 

 

Department of Philosophy  JRC 241  www.stthomas.edu/philosophy  2.5350 
 

Colloquium 
Jonathan Jacobs 
         University of St. Thomas, Department of Philosophy 

 

Now We See Dimly: 
Philosophical Reflections on 
the Doctrine of the Trinity 

Is the doctrine of the Trinity a simple error in counting — 1 + 1 + 1 = 1? Or can we 
show that it is logically consistent? I will argue that we can indeed show that it is 
consistent.  But there is a further question: Can we understand the doctrine? I 
consider several contemporary, philosophical accounts of the Trinity and argue 
that each is unsatisfactory. For the moment, then, our situation is much like our 
understanding of quantum mechanics. We know it's true and we know it's 
important, but we really are in the dark about how it could be true. 



For more information contact Tracy Dolan (tadolan@stthomas.edu) or Dr. Lemmons, Philosophy Department (rmlemmons@stthomas.edu) 

 

Truth Seekers 
QUAERENTESVERITATEM 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our discussion will focus on  
Cardinal Ratzinger on Fides et Ratio: Reflections by 

Dr. Deborah Savage.  
 

Reading available at 
http://www.stpatricksseminary.org/patwin99/ratzinger.html 

Quaerentes Veritatem (Truth Seekers) is a new interdisciplinary group interested in 
discussing the intersection of life and thought with faith. 




