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EDUCATION  

California State University, Hayward, CA  2000 
Certificate in Online Teaching and Education 
 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN  1997 
Certificate in Community College Teaching 
 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN  1995 
Ph.D. in English 
Dissertation: “Asceticism as a Technology of the Early Modern Self: Margery Kempe, William 
Thorpe, John Rogers”. 
 
St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN  1983 
M.A. in Theology 
Thesis: “The Need for a Model of Family Health and Wholeness: A Theological Reflection on 
Family Intimacy and Chemical Dependency”. 
 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

At the University of St. Thomas, Saint Paul, MN:  
Associate Professor ▪ September 2005 -Present 
Assistant Professor   Jan 2000-August 2005. 
Visiting Professor  1998-1999. 
Adjunct Instructor  1997-1998 
 
At Normandale Community College, Bloomington, MN: 
Adjunct Instructor  1997 

 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY  

COURSES TAUGHT (Graduate) 
 
Issues in Criticism University of St. Thomas   Regardless of background or training, critical 
theory is something students already practice whenever reading a text, whether a literary or 
cultural object.  In undertaking a graduate degree, students are entering into the realm of 
professional study.  Every area of professional study has its own theoretical framework and 
vocabulary.  What students do is begin looking at that vocabulary and theoretical underpinning.  
Spring 2001, S 2005, Fall 2008, Fall 2010 
 

mailto:mlwarren@stthomas.edu


Chaucer and the Unruly Other  University of St. Thomas Geoffrey Chaucer, the fourteenth-
century English poet, ambassador, and controller of customs, was a man well-versed in a variety 
of languages.  Notable for his translation of Boethius’ Consolation of Philosophy, Chaucer is 
known mostly for his great social comedy, The Canterbury Tales as well his Troilus and Criseyde.  
This seminar will explore how in a highly stratified society, Chaucer offers a sympathetic 
treatment of women, the common people, and those deemed as the Other or outsider.  The 
goals of the class are: 

 To explore the treatment of otherness and difference in Chaucer 

 To explore Chaucer’s treatment of women, homosociality, the commons, and also 
Otherness as expressed through the indicators of nation and religion 

 To explore in the groups of Otherness, the invention of subjectivity 

 To explore (Aristotelian) theories of the self, soul, and sexuality 

 To explore the poetic strategies Chaucer chose to conceal his sympathies with these 
Others 

 To explore the impact of the Peasants Revolt of 1381 on Chaucer’s view of the Other 
Spring 2004, S 2008 

 
Science/Speculative Fiction University of St. Thomas  
Spring 2005, S 2013 
 
King Arthur: Yesterday, Today, and …? University of St. Thomas   The story of Arthur continues 
to exert a pull and influence on individuals and cultures in our time, with Winston Churchill 
placing Arthur in his non-fiction history of Britain by noting that if the Arthurian stories were not 
true, they should be true. This influence leads to questions about the interplay between story 
and reality: What is a myth? To what used can a myth be put? How (and why) do authors “re-
vision” a myth so that it speaks to their own and succeeding ages? What is the substance behind 
the Arthurian cycle? Is it archetypal myth or spirituality, touching deep wellsprings of the human 
soul? Is it expressive of medieval social forces with recurring analogies in later societies? Was 
there an historical Arthur? Is Arthur a Celtic or a European creation? How has Arthurian 
romance helped to define our notions of narrative, heroism, gender roles, government, 
romantic love and spirituality? How has it perhaps both liberated and limited the outlook of 
mainstream Anglo-American culture, for which the Arthurian tales are (in tandem with the 
Bible) foundational? These are some of the questions that will form our quest in the class, and, 
in the tales of the Holy Grail, asking the right questions is essential for initiation into the 
Arthurian realms. Fall 2006 
 
Tolkien: Middle Ages, Middle Earth University of St. Thomas  
Spring 2010 
 
A Survey of Medieval English Literature in Its Historical Context University of St. Thomas  This 
5XX-level class introduces students to the vernacular-language literature of the British Middle 
Ages–the foundation upon which modern English literature stands. In addition to presenting a 
number of important medieval authors and works, this course familiarizes students with 
medieval attitudes toward authorship and textuality, with medieval modes of textual 
production, transmission and reception, and with specific textual practices relevant to the 
interpretation of medieval literature.  Readings are chosen as examples of the major literary 



genres practiced in the Middle Ages, genres such as epic, elegy, lyric, dream vision, romance, 
Breton lai, autobiography and drama. Fall 2011 
 
 
COURSES TAUGHT (Undergraduate) 
 
Senior Seminar: Science Fiction Literature University of St. Thomas This seminar explores the 
myths and literary traditions that prevail in science fiction. A literary history of science fiction is 
also a social history of popular beliefs about science and about our ability or inability to control 
our physical, mental, spiritual, and political environments.  Science fiction encourages us as 
readers to explore possible worlds as we re-examine our own world and our beliefs. 
With this in mind, the following questions are asked: 

 What attitudes toward religion are conveyed by the SF writers studied in this course? 

 What changes in the concept of hero are revealed by examining the SF of the last 50 years 
or so? 

 How do SF authors present issues of cultural differences and relationships in terms of 
colonized peoples, male/female relationships, and classes? 

 How does SF engage in social criticism? 
Fall 2001 
 

Senior Seminar: Hypertext University of St. Thomas The prophecy that electronic writing will 
transform the nature of literary studies is one that is now heard with increasing frequency. Its 
advocates have recently begun to put a new and powerful argument: computer technology for 
transmitting or representing texts within the medium of hypertext will allow us to bring these 
processes a major step nearer to the activities of actual readers. If this is true, the forthcoming 
shift in the domain of the literary will be on a grand scale, comparable to that brought about in 
the visual arts by the invention of photography and film. With this in mind, members of this 
seminar can expect to call into question their basic assumptions about reading, writing, 
creativity, technology, theory, and . . . literature. 

Hypertext—text composed of electronically linked words and images intended to be read on a 
computer screen—radically changes the way we experience reading and writing in ways that 
have much to do with recent critical theory. Contemporary theory, particularly 
poststructuralism, and contemporary computing technology illuminate each other, for both in 
part involve reactions against the strengths and limits of book technology and print culture. 
Both thereby exemplify what Derrida terms “the death of the book.” The course examines the 
convergence of contemporary critical theory and technology with particular reference to the 
implications of hypertext for conceptions of authorship, text, relations of word and image, 
literary structure, power, and the literary canon.  
Fall 2000 

Issues in English Studies  University of St. Thomas  Issues in English Studies is a class required of 
all UST English majors.  Why?  One answer to that can be found in the catalog description, which 
goes thus:  

This course focuses on ideas and practices central to advanced work in the field of 
language and literature.  In addition to refining students’ facility with critical concepts 



and scholarly methodology, this course will explore a number of key questions for 
current work in the discipline . . . [Such questions are]: How do we define such concepts 
as literacy, literature, and interpretation?  How do we understand the relationship 
between reader, writer, and text?  How do such factors as gender, culture, and history 
affect our understanding of literature and of ourselves as writers and readers? 

In other words, this class is an introduction to the history, theory and practice of the English 
profession.  We can probably agree that as a profession, English is dedicated to the analysis and 
discussion of texts.  Beyond that we have lots of questions to ask: what does it mean to major in 
English?  What are “we” English teachers teaching, and what can be done with what we teach?  
Can a living be made from books?  What are the economics of this profession?  Where, in short, 
did English come from, and where is it going?  That brings us to the title for this class: Issues in 
English Studies.  Fall 2002, Fall 2010 

The Age of Chaucer: Creating the Subject University of St. Thomas This course delves into the 
cultural configurations of sexuality and gender as they are represented in various kinds of 
writings and cultural productions (literature, theology, philosophy, biography, and historical 
writings) in order to examine what we may call the “creation” of the human subject in the age of 
Chaucer.  Spring 1999 
 
Chaucer’s Europe University of St. Thomas The later fourteenth century in England, and Europe, 
was a hugely tumultuous time.  The church was divided against itself—there were in fact two 
competing popes.  France, Germany, and Italy were not nations in the modern sense, but were 
more like loosely joined confederations of (often quarrelsome) states. The aim of the course is 
to gain an understanding of Chaucer’s writing within this cultural context.  His writing arises out 
of and—most importantly—comments on this lively period in history.  The majority of the 
course will comprise a reading of his Canterbury Tales, in which he creates a microcosm of the 
world he sees around him. Marie de France’s Lais and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
accompany the Chaucer text.  Spring 2003, S 2005, F 2009 
 
Introduction to Linguistics (Online and Classroom Format) University of St. Thomas The goal of 
Linguistics 305 is to offer a broad, self-contained introduction to all aspects of language and 
linguistics, suitable for undergraduates with a wide range of backgrounds and interests.  Spring 
1999, Summer 2001, Spring 2002, Fall 2002-2004 
 
Speculative Fiction as a Cultural Lens  University of St. Thomas English 325 “Speculative Fiction 
as a Cultural Lens” is a “window washer” for your mind.  In speculative fiction you have the 
opportunity to wake up to the fact that, when you read a text, you are living within your own 
world view and already are applying a specific kind of interpretation whether you are aware of it 
or not.  That unexamined, perhaps even invisible world view, is the prison within which your 
mind currently encounters texts.  Like all recently freed prisoners, you probably will be 
suspicious of other world views, but until you try thinking with their rules, “seeing” by their 
light, you have no idea whether they are valid or invalid, powerfully liberating or merely 
coercive, useful or toys.  The texts read for the class offer other world views.  The question to 
ask is whether these world views are valid or not. Spring 2004, S 2009, S 2012 

Theory and Practice of Writing University of St. Thomas Working from a base of contemporary 
rhetorical theory, advanced writing students write essays in a variety of forms.  Students are 



encouraged to develop a vocabulary for talking about writing, as well as the ability to critique 
their own and others’ work.  Directed reading in contemporary writing pedagogy for the 
elementary and secondary composition teacher. Required for secondary licensure in 
English/language arts.  Fall 2001 

Tolkien: Middle Ages, Middle Earth University of St. Thomas J.R.R. Tolkien is best known for 
The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, works that have been popular since they were first 
published.  As an Oxford Professor and eminent medievalist, he wrote out of what he knew 
about Old English, Old Norse, and Middle English literature. He was a ground-breaking medieval 
scholar who loved his work so much that he created fictional works rooted in the language and 
traditions of the Anglo-Saxon, Norse, Gothic, and Celtic cultures that he studied.  The course 
explores Tolkien’s work as rooted in ancient and medieval legends, mythologies, and literary 
genres and practices.  The class seeks to understand Tolkien’s achievement both in its own right 
and as the continuation of the classical and medieval narrative traditions it both springs from 
and renews. Fall 2007, Spring 2013 
 
Survey of British Literature I University of St. Thomas This course is a survey of the first part of 
the British literary tradition.  The aim is to give students a sense of the historical development of 
British literature up to 1800.  Questions pondered on through the semester are: How did this 
literary tradition develop?  Why and how did certain authors and works become “canonical” 
within it?  Why and how were certain authors and works excluded from this “canon”?  Fall 1998, 
Spring 2000, Fall 2010 
 
Critical Reading and Writing: Major Genres University of St. Thomas This course combines the 
study of composition with the study of literary readings drawn from fiction, drama, poetry and 
nonfiction prose. The course emphasizes responsive engagement with literature and provides 
instruction in writing ranging from the exploratory to the persuasive and analytical modes. Fall 
2002-2009 
 
Critical Reading and Writing I University of St. Thomas The purpose of ENGL.111 is to help 
students develop a process for creating, organizing, revising, and effectively communicating 
ideas through writing, while also improving their understanding and appreciation of literature. 
 
Critical Reading and Writing II University of St. Thomas Engl. 112 builds on the work 
accomplished in Engl. 111.  In Engl. 112 students study selections of poetry and drama as a 
means of further developing critical thinking, responsiveness to literature, and fluency in 
composition.  The emphasis in this class is on objective and persuasive writing.   
 
Critical Thinking: Literature and Writing University of St. Thomas Engl.121 The purpose of Engl. 
121 is to advance students’ understanding and appreciation of literature through close reading 
and extensive writing.   
 
Texts in Conversation: Thematic and Intertextual Perspectives (Madness: Visions and Reality) 
University of St. Thomas  Engl.203 is part of the general core classes.  This block is centered on 
Thematic and Intertextual Perspectives and is therefore designed to make students aware of the 
myriad relationships that exist among texts—both in the reading process and in the creative 
process. 
 



 

RELATED EXPERIENCE  

 Designer of Educational Software, TRO Learning, Edina, MN, 1999 Created, designed, 
tested, implemented, and produced for CD/Online format four complete classes in 
community college level remedial and introductory English Composition.  These classes 
are used by the States of Georgia and Illinois throughout their public school system. 

 User Interface Design, TRO Learning, Edina, MN, 1999 Provided guidelines to design 
department for the creation of accessible interfaces for use in educational software. 

 Language Consultant, PLATO, Bloomington, MN, 2000 Created the sections on prefixes 
and suffixes for PLATO’s Community College Introduction to English educational 
software. 

 

SERVICE 

 Assistant to the Department Chair, 2012-present 

 Member of the Executive Committee for the Center for Medieval Studies at the U of 
MN, 2011-present 

 Acting Director of the MA in English Program, Jan 25, 2011-May 31, 2011 

 Member of the Aquinas Honors Scholars Board, 2004-2010 

 Member of the Library Advisory Committee, 2009-present 

 Member of the English Department Steering Committee, 2006-2009, 2011-present 

 Member of the English Department MA in English Program Committee, 2005-2008, 
2011-present 

 Member of the English Department Assessment Committee, 2008-present 

 Member of the English Department Major Curriculum Committee, 2008-present 

 Library liaison for the department, 2004-present 

 Member of search committee for Victorianist, Fall 2004 

 Freshman advisor, 1999-present 

 Acting Director, Center for Writing, University of St. Thomas, August 1, 2001-December 
31, 2001 

 Member of the UST Course Management System selection committee, October 10, 
2001-May 2002 

 Advisor to Sigma Tau Delta Honor Society, University of St. Thomas, 2000-2002 

 Common Text Committee, English Department, University of St. Thomas, 1998-2003 

 Advisor & Panel Coordinator, Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities English Majors’ 
Conference, April, 1999 

 Coordinator/Organizer, Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities English Majors’ 
Conference, Spring 2001, Spring 2004 

 Organizing Committee, JRR Tolkien Conference, University of St. Thomas, April 2001 

 College Senator, University of St. Thomas, 2000-2003 

 Interim member of the Faith and Catholic Tradition Review Committee, Spring 2004 

 Member of the English Department’s Computer and Composition Committee, 2003-
2006. 

 Member of the English Core Review Committee, 2004. 
 



 
 

AWARDS 

 Golden Web Award, The International Association of Web Masters and Designers, 2003 

 Maxi Grant, University of St. Thomas, 2005 

 Sabbatical, University of St. Thomas, 2006 

 Research Grant, University of St. Thomas, 2011 

 Luann Dummer Grant, University of St. Thomas, 2009, 2013 

 

PUBLICATIONS AND PAP ERS 

Books 

 (2003). Asceticism in the Christian transformation of self in Margery Kempe, William 
Thorpe, and John Rogers.  NY: The Edwin Mellen Press. 

 
Articles 
Encyclopedias 

 (2011). Beowulf. In New Catholic Encyclopedia − 2011 Supplement. Gale/Catholic 
University of America Press. 73-75. 

 (2011). Mysticism in Literature. In New Catholic Encyclopedia − 2011 Supplement. 
Gale/Catholic University of America Press. 594-598. 

 (2011). The Pearl. In New Catholic Encyclopedia − 2011 Supplement. Gale/Catholic 
University of America Press. 631-633. 
 

Refereed Journals 

 (2013). Filling in the Template: King Arthur as an Exercise in Answering a Generation’s 
Questions. Minnesota English Journal, 48. 55-58. 
http://www.mcte.org/journal/mejV48/Warren.pdf  

 (2012). A rose depicted through any genre would smell just as sweet, wouldn’t it? − 
Coming to grips with genre. Minnesota English Journal, (47): 48-57. 
http://www.mcte.org/journal/mejV47/Warren.pdf  

 (2009). The Quakers as parrhesiasts: Frank speech and plain speaking as the fruits of 
silence.  Quaker History, 98 (2), 1-25. 

 (2009). Wikis in the classroom—It’s the process, not the product.” Minnesota English 
Journal, 106-117. http://www.mcte.org/journal/mej09/Warren.pdf 

 (2007). Devising the appropriate program of studies for the 21st-Century English major. 
Minnesota English Journal, 72-81. http://www.mcte.org/journal/mej07/4Warren.pdf  

 (2005). Is God in charge? Mary Dora Russell’s The Sparrow, deconstruction, and 
theodicy. The Journal of Religion and Popular Culture, 9 (1).  
http://www.usask.ca/relst/jrpc/art9-sparrow.html. 

 (2005). Exploring ethics in Shakespeare’s Henry V. Synergia: Newsletter of Faculty 
Development, 23 (4), 6-7. 

 (2004). The St. Eustace legend as palimpsest in Hoban’s Riddley Walker. Science Fiction 
Studies 101 (34), 158-163. 

http://www.mcte.org/journal/mejV48/Warren.pdf
http://www.mcte.org/journal/mejV47/Warren.pdf
http://www.mcte.org/journal/mej09/Warren.pdf
http://www.mcte.org/journal/mej07/4Warren.pdf
http://www.usask.ca/relst/jrpc/art9-sparrow.html


 (2003). Hypertext: A Sacred (He)Art? Cor ad cor loquitur from Augustine to Shelley 
Jackson. Medieval Forum, 2. Retrieved from 
http://www.sfsu.edu/~medieval/Volume2/Warren2.html  

 (2002). The shock of dysrecognition: How young adult literature encourages adults to 
question. California English, 8 (1), 6-8. 

 (1998). Griselda’s ‘unnatural restraint’ as a technology of the self.  ORB: The Online 
Reference Book for Medieval Studies. Retrieved from 
http://orb.rhodes.edu/encyclop/culture/lit/griselda.html  

 
Non-refereed Journals 

 “Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection Cook, Sandal-maker, Practitioner of the Presence 
of God.” The Himalayan Path: Journal of Yoga, Spirituality, and Wellness, 9, (3), 19-22. 
 

 
Reviews 

 The Quest for Modern Ireland: The Battle of Ideas 1912-1986 by Bryan Fanning. New 
Hibernia Review 15, (1), 149-150. 

 
Presentations 
  “Learning to Transform Life: Three Twentieth-Century Mystics Grapple with the World.” 

(Featured speaker) A2Zen.fm Radio (1/13/13) 

 “Twentieth-Century Mysticism.” The Institute of the Himalayan Tradition, St. Paul, MN. (9/22/12) 

 “Literature of the Apocalypse.” (Featured Speaker) Spirit Quest Radio (1/6/11) 

 “Medieval Mystics.” (Featured Speaker) Spirit Quest Radio. (10/20/10) 

 “Wikis in the Classroom—It’s the Process, not the Product.” Presented at The Faculty 
Center for eLearning, UST. Jan 2010 

 “Modern Mystics.” (Featured Speaker) Spirit Quest Radio.  (4/21/10)  

 “Mystics and Mysticism.”  (Featured Speaker) Spirit Quest Radio. (8/27/09) 

  “Mysticism in the Western Tradition: Marguerite de Porete, Meister Eckhart, and Julian 
of Norwich.” The Institute of the Himalayan Tradition in St. Paul, MN. (10/28/08) 

  “Parrhesia: The Truth-Telling Factor in Early Christianity.” Presented at Visiting Scholars 
Program, Luther Memorial Church, South Saint Paul, MN.  Jan, 2008. 

 “Creating an Instructional Multimedia Website on the Medieval Church.”  University of 
Saint Thomas, MN. (6/11/03) 

 “Inquiry-Based Learning in Upper-Level Undergraduate English.” Presented at a 
workshop on Inquiry-Based Learning at the University of St. Thomas, MN. (1/10/03) 

 “Preparing an Online Class in Linguistics.” Presented at Classrooms of the Future VII, 
Minneapolis, MN. (5/23/01) 

 “The Structure of the Catholic Lectionary.” Presented at Visiting Scholars Program, 
Luther Memorial Church, South Saint Paul, MN.  (1/20/02) 

 “The Women in the Matthean Genealogy of Jesus.”  Presented at Visiting Scholars 
Program, Luther Memorial Church, South Saint Paul, MN.  (1/14/01) 

 “The Infancy Narratives.” Presented at Visiting Scholars Program, Luther Memorial 
Church, South Saint Paul, MN.  Dec 2000 

 “The Jesus Seminar: I.” Presented at House of Hope Presbyterian Church, Saint Paul, 
MN.  May 1995 

http://www.sfsu.edu/~medieval/Volume2/Warren2.html
http://orb.rhodes.edu/encyclop/culture/lit/griselda.html


 “The Jesus Seminar: II.” Presented at House of Hope Presbyterian Church, Saint Paul, 
MN.  May 1995 
 

Technology Publication 

 Interactive Website on the Medieval Church and it Writings 
The website, created with the assistance of Web and media services of UST, highlights 
the major events and discoveries that occurred during the lifetimes of Thomas Aquinas, 
St. Francis of Assisi, Geoffrey Chaucer and Julian of Norwich. At the website, visitors 
learn about the development of the English language, hear Chaucer’s General Prologue 
to the Canterbury Tales being read aloud, discover how Aquinas’ Summa Theologica 
works, and what the life of an anchoress was like.  The site was launched on the UST 
Courseweb network in October 2003.  The site is found at: 
http://courseweb.stthomas.edu/medieval/ 
 
The website has won a Golden Web Award from The International Association of Web 
Masters and Designers. It has also been recognized as a Best of the Web website.  The 
Best of the Web directory was founded at the University of Buffalo in 1994. The mission 
of Best of the Web is to build “a comprehensive directory of high quality sites.”  

http://courseweb.stthomas.edu/medieval/

