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In the summer of 2001, several public health and counterterrorism 
organizations conducted an unprecedented exercise: a simulated 
attack against the United States with a weaponized variety of the 
smallpox virus. At the end of the simulation, the findings were 
grim: within just a few weeks there were 100,000 casualties and 
both American government and healthcare were overwhelmed at all 
levels. A few months later, a weaponized strain of anthrax was sent 
in the mail to figures in the American government and media,  
proving that bioterrorism was more than just an abstract  
possibility. Seven years after these events, the question remains: 
are we ready for the ethical and legal challenges of a biological 
attack?  
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