
T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  

Presentation 
Message of the Holy Father  
Foreword (His Eminence Cardinal Francois-Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan) 
 Preface (Sergio Zaninelli)  
Introduction (Johan Verstraeten, Michael Naughton and Simona Beretta 
 

I. HUMAN WORK AND ITS MEANINGS 

Plenary Session 

H.E. The Most Reverend Anton Stres, Laborem exercens and Human Work 
Jean Bethke Elshtain, Catholic Social Teaching and the Meaning of Work 
 

Seminar Sessions 

Stephen D. Miles, In Spite of All This Toil: Recovering Work in an Age of Profane Sacrifices 
Mathias Nebel, The Criteria of Duration and Necessity for Designating Work Activity: 

Philosophical and Theological Perspectives in Light of the Writings of Hannah Arendt 
Alessandro Gamba, Unemployment as an Anthropological Drama 

 
I. THE GREAT TRANSFORMATIONS: 
PRESSING ISSUES AND PROBLEMS 

OF WORK IN LIGHT OF ITS SUBJECTIVE DIMENSION 
 

Plenary Session 
 
Michel Hansenne, Social and Economic Transformations and the Subjective Dimension of  

Work  
Jerome Vignon, Major Trends and Issues in the Subjective Dimension of Work 
 

Seminar Sessions 

Robert G. Kennedy, The Professionalization of Work 
M. Cathleen Kaveny, Living the Fullness of Ordinary Time: A Theological 
Critique of the Instrumentalization of Time in Professional Life 
Edmond Malinvaud, A Gap in the Social Doctrine of the Church Regarding the Priority of Labour 
over Capital: The Proper Role of Finance 
Charles M.A. Clark, John Paul II and the Value Theory of Labor 
 



III. CONSTRUCTIVE RESPONSE: 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE HUMANE WORK TODAY 

AND IN THE FUTURE 
 

Plenary Session 

Antonio Fazio, Globalization, Economic Progress and Poverty Reduction 
Gloria Kan, Creating Opportunities for More Humane Work 
 

Seminar Sessions 

Rev. Donal Dorr, Bringing Ethics and Spirituality into Business  
Sr. Helen Alford, Job Design in the Perspective of Laborem exercens 
David Herrera, Laborem exercens, “Traditional” Organizations and the Democratic  
Mondragon Model  
 Jeanette V. Loanzon, Towards Social Power of Fishing Village Women:  Organizing Paid Work 
by a Catholic University 
Sr. Genevieve Medevielle, When Work Becomes Scarce: What Does the Church Have to Say? A 
Response of the Catholic Church in France 

IV. COLLECTIVE ACTORS AND HUMAN WORK 

Plenary Session 

Michel Camdessus, Globalization, Subjective Dimensions of Work and the 
“World Social Order”  
H.E. The Most Reverend Reinhard Marx, Collective Actors and the Personal Nature of Human 
Work 
Emilio Gabaglio, Labour and Unions 
H. Onno Ruding, The New Rhythm in Life and Work and the Optimal Economic Model  
Ousmane Batoko, Collective Actors and Human Work 

Seminar Sessions 

Carlo Dell’Aringa and Claudio Lucifora, Wage Inequality, Low Pay and Social Exclusion: The 
Role of Labour Market Institutions 
Enrique H. Sosa, Collective Actors and Human Work: The Social Dialogue in Latin America 
George E. Garvey,. The Value of Work: A Catholic Critique of a U.S. Constitutional Norm 
Remarks on the Conference (Johan Verstraeten, Michael Naughton and Simona Beretta)    
 


