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Geometric pottery is usually studied for its formal qualities. Its measured designs
based on geometric shapes laid carefully structured foundations for the return of
human figures into Greek art through a seemingly limited repertoire of funerals,
warriors, chariots, and occasional battles. This traditional view of Geometric pot-
tery presents a heroic ambiance — but detaches the objects themselves from the
busy world of everyday. Approaching Geometric iconography through gender,
object biography, mortuary, and contextual study enables us to restore painted
vessels to the center of Greek life. By shifting the focus from the warrior to a
range of neglected subjects, we discover a visual discourse intimately related to
marriage, children, and community.
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