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Iwant to take this opportunity to extend our wishes for a very happy New Year to all of
you who have supported the work of the Center for Catholic Studies over the course of the
last year. We are grateful for the students who come to us for their intellectual formation,

for their generosity of spirit and their commitment to the study of the Catholic faith, to our
faculty who continue to devote their time and considerable competence to the teaching and
research in the Catholic intellectual tradition, to our donors who have supported our work in
so many ways, and to Father Dease and the administration of the University of St. Thomas
who have recognized our work in identifying us as one of the centers of excellence of the 
university.

We have hired one of our recent alumnae, Leah Strand (double major in journalism and
Catholic Studies ’03), to direct our new national recruitment initiative. We recognize that we
offer a unique program in Catholic studies and, encouraged by the increasing national interest
in our programs, now seek to develop initiatives that will assist prospective students to come
to know the program and to pursue opportunities to enroll in the university.

The center’s advisory board is completing the first phase of an
extensive strategic planning process, which will include the evaluation
of resource needs and opportunities for future growth. The board
members recently appointed another Catholic Studies alumnus, Chris
DuFresne (double major in Catholic studies and finance ’04), to the
advisory board. He is now working at the corporate offices of Marshall
Field’s in downtown Minneapolis.

Enrollments in the undergraduate and graduate programs in the
Department of Catholic Studies continue to increase, and the depart-
ment recently completed the hiring process for a new tenure track line
in Catholic studies. The new Terrence J. Murphy Institute for Catholic
Thought, Law and Public Policy is hosting its first national conference next spring. The John
A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social Thought is co-sponsoring the international conference at
the Vatican on the 40th anniversary of Gaudium et spes in March of next year. A new initiative
within the Ryan Institute’s Moss Program in Christian Social Thought and Management will
focus on issues of organizational leadership in the light of Catholic social thought with pro-
grams both on and off campus.

The Habiger Lectureship and Artist/Scholar in Residence in Catholic Studies will focus
on the theme of the Catholic teacher with activities and programs throughout the year. In
November Brother Bob Smith, OFM Cap., lectured on “Catholic Schools, Wanted and
Needed for Today,” and met with local principals and teachers to discuss the distinctiveness of
the role of the teacher in Catholic education. In the spring semester, Brother Anthony Sweere,
FBP, will be the Habiger artist in residence and will spend part of the semester working on an
icon of Christ the Teacher commissioned by Monsignor Habiger. Brother Anthony is a well-
known iconographer who will engage in discussions with faculty and students about the rich
theological and artistic heritage of the tradition of icons in addition to working on the icon in
the course of the semester. The icon will eventually be displayed in the chapel of Sitzmann
Hall.

Chris DuFresne

DON J. BRIEL

KOCH CHAIR IN CATHOLIC STUDIES
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� Dr. Mary Reichardt’s most recent

work, An Encyclopedia of Catholic Liter-

ature, was published by Greenwood

Press this fall.The two-volume set,

which Reichardt edited, consists of

substantial essays on 75 major works

of Catholic literature from a wide

cross-section of eras and countries

and has been acclaimed by critics as

the “definitive” resource in the schol-

arly area of Catholic literature.

� Jerry Rick, a member of the Center’s

Advisory Board and a student in the

Catholic Studies graduate program,

has been named the new director of

the Moss Program in Christian Social

Thought and Management, part of

the Center’s John A. Ryan Institute

for Catholic Social Thought.The 

program aims to develop a greater

understanding of the implications of

Christian social thought for the 

practice of management and the

organization of work.

� St. Paul/Minneapolis Archbishop

Harry Flynn once again joined

Catholic Studies students, faculty and

staff in kicking off the new academic

year. On September 24, the arch-

bishop celebrated Mass in the Chapel

of St.Thomas Aquinas, which was 

followed by a luncheon at the Center

for Catholic Studies.
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� The MA in Catholic Studies program

graduated three of its students this

fall. Congratulations go out to Margo

Brown, Edward Straka and Vicente

Villegas, who completed their Mas-

ter’s Essays and presented their work

to students and faculty in December.

� Recent MA graduate Sara Freund

delivered a presentation in 

November at a University of Notre

Dame conference on the arts and

post-Christian culture. Her talk, also

the subject of her Master’s Essay

research, was titled “Designing 

and Building Homes to Foster the

‘Domestic Church’: Catholic Princi-

ples of Residential Home Design.”

� On Nov. 17, Dr. Russell Hittinger,

Research Professor of Law and 

Warren Professor of Catholic 

Studies at the University of Tulsa,

delivered a lecture at UST entitled,

“The State and the Person in

Catholic Tradition.” An eminent 

natural law scholar, Hittinger also

met earlier in the day with Catholic

Studies faculty for a discussion of his

most recent book, The First Grace:

Rediscovering the Natural Law in a 

Post-Christian World.

� The Catholic Studies undergraduate

program continues its steady growth,

with 145 majors and 15 minors

enrolled in fall semester. In addition,

18 students spent the semester in

Rome as part of the Angelicum 

program.
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Catholic Schools
Wanted and Needed for Today

Excerpts  f rom a speech de l ivered Nov. 2 by Br. Bob Smith , O.F.M. Cap. , d i rector of  Educat iona l  and 
Format iona l  Ser v ices  for  the Archdiocese of  Mi lwaukee and pres ident  of  Messmer Cathol ic  Schools

I’m telling the truth. But I didn’t do anything.
Once a month I do pastoral visits at a Wisconsin
prison, and it’s probably one of, if not the most
important things that I do in my ministry. I
visit a young man there who has been at this
prison for seven years. He made a serious mis-
take in his life, and I visit him to support him.
This young man is probably smarter than most
people in this auditorium, including me, but
has a tenth grade education. He can quote the
classics, he has a mind as sharp as anything I’ve
ever seen, and I could bring him to any of your
classes, and he would fit right in. What I did
not know when he was at our school is that his
mother was bipolar, had lupus, had a drug prob-

lem, that his father ran a crack house, that there
was no electricity at the house, and so he went
from neighbor to neighbor each evening in
order to shower and get ready for school. What
I didn’t know is that the crack kids would make
sexual threats toward him, that he was beaten,
and that before he was born, his father told his
mother he didn’t want him, so he should be
aborted. When I visit this young man, and it’s
the reason I tell you it’s the most important
thing that I do, he talks constantly about what
has helped him to have hope and to look toward
the day, whenever it will be, that he’s released.

The most important things in his life are
his faith and his Catholic education. He talks
about the nuns in elementary school, about the
teachers in high school. He talks about what
they taught him as he tutors 28 inmates at this
prison. This young man translates Braille for
the blind. He has had three specials on National
Public Radio, because everyone says he’s the last
person who needs to be in prison. Well, we can
argue about the merits of whether he should be
there or not. What we can’t argue about is what
has helped him believe in a future, and that’s his
Catholic education. …

If you want to know what the worst sin of
holding people back is in this country, it is edu-
cation. To give them an inferior education is to
condemn them to failure. That’s what it is. And
the most vulnerable are people who live in our
central cities and barrios. And it doesn’t matter
what city, which state — it’s the same. Who are
the people who go to those areas? Generally, it’s
the Catholic Church. They go to places where

Brother Bob Smith

I got out of prison yesterday.
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others are unwilling to go. In many instances,
it’s simply a continuation of what happened 60,
70, 80 years ago, when the immigrants to this
country were Irish, Polish, German, Italian.
Today, they are Africans, Asians, Latinos — the
people who need education the most. 

What keeps Jeremy, this guy I visit in
prison, going is that he believes there will be a
better tomorrow. He doesn’t know if he’s going
to serve eight more years or one more year, but
what he does know — and this is why it’s most
important that I visit him once a month, that I
write him once a week — is what he wants to
do with his life. Do you know what that is,
what he says every single time? “I want to serve.
I want to volunteer at a soup kitchen. I want to
look at what Dorothy Day did and go to a
Catholic worker house. I’m willing to sweep
floors, to mop hallways, but I want to serve.”
He regrets the mistake he made, he blames
himself, but when you look at where that kid
came from, he never had a chance. And he’s one
of many.

So what is the future? Hope. Before I got
into education I was a parole officer in Detroit.
And I saw the other side; I put a number of peo-
ple in prison. In the inner cities, look at the
crime statistics. The crime in inner cities is not
blacks or Hispanics against whites. It’s against
the very people who live in the neighborhoods.
Now why would poor people steal from poor
people? Because it doesn’t matter. Why would
poor people threaten and shoot and stab and kill
other poor people? Because life doesn’t matter. I
understand that those things don’t mean any-
thing to some people in society because they
have no hope. And if they see no future for
themselves, they will see none for you and me.
The 50% dropout rate in the Milwaukee public
schools comes out to 50,000 kids every four
years. Where do you think they’re going? And
the dropout rate in Milwaukee is not the worst
in America. At some point we will have to
reckon with what happens when there is no
hope in society, and the adults have to come up
with solutions. …

There are some of you who I know are
thinking about education as a career: I applaud
you. You won’t make any money, especially if
it’s in Catholic schools, but you will go to bed
every night knowing you’ve made a difference.
And you won’t know the long-term effect. You
could have the next president in your room, the
next senator, but you also may stop a kid from
committing suicide, from committing a crime,
from killing a friend. You also will bring God
into children’s lives. There is a richness in our
Catholicism that we should not apologize for,
and we have to share that with people. There are
other faiths that do it with abandon. We need to
get out there and say, “This is who we are, this
is what we believe, and we’d like to share it
with you.” …

Following his remarks, Brother Bob fielded
a number of questions on school choice and the
voucher program in Milwaukee.

Who were some of the community partners
behind the successful implementation of the
voucher program in Milwaukee?

When the voucher movement started, the
business community was tired of getting people
who were illiterate applying for jobs. They had
people with high school diplomas who couldn’t
write, couldn’t fill out applications, and they
said, “We have pumped hundreds of thousands
of dollars into the public school system, and
we’re getting nothing. If the Catholic and
Lutheran and Baptist schools can do a better job
cheaper, then we’ll support vouchers.” So with
the Messmer schools, we get support in a rather
unconventional way, not only from alumni, but
also from foundations and businesses. We’ve
also been able to have alums endow college
scholarships for our graduates to schools like
Marian college in Fond du Lac, the University
of Dayton and Marquette University. When our
kids graduate, very few of them are able or will-
ing to take out loans, so most are going on full
or almost full scholarships to college. But it’s
not only the local community. We’ve received a
little bit of national support also.

“Why would poor

people threaten

and shoot and stab

and kill other poor

people? Because

life doesn’t matter.

I understand that

those things don’t

mean anything to

some people in

society because

they have no hope.

And if they see 

no future for

themselves, they

will see none for

you and me.” 

continued >
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How to you respond to the concern that
vouchers bring excessive government
scrutiny?

When we got involved in choice, as the first
religious school in the country, the department
of public instruction said, “You’ve got an excel-
lent academic program and we want you to get
vouchers, but you will have to teach religion
after school and take out all of the religious
signs.” At that time we were suffering finan-
cially, but we said to them that our Catholicity
is non-negotiable. The legislators and then-gov-
ernor Tommy Thompson made sure there would
be no entanglement between the state and the
Church. And so choice or vouchers have nothing
to say about curriculum, about religious exer-
cises, about things in the school, teacher prepa-
ration, nothing. There is what’s called an opt-
out clause in the legislation, which allows
parents to have a child opt out of a religious
exercise because of their faith. In the years we
have been in the voucher program, no one has
opted out of anything. The people who have
created problems for vouchers are folks like Peo-
ple for the American Way, the NEA, the ACLU
and the NAACP. Our Supreme Court mocked
the NAACP, saying, “Of all the groups, you

should be supporting vouchers for poor kids,
and why don’t you?” And their lawyer said,
“Well, because they’ll segregate schools.” And
one of the justices said, “Counselor, Milwaukee
public schools are 95% minority. How much
more segregated can you get?” It’s really tragic,
because years ago, you had people in the South
who stood at the schoolhouse door, stopping
minority kids from coming in, and today you’ve
got them stopping kids from leaving. …

What is the relationship between public
schools, charter schools, private and 
Catholic schools?

A lot of people hear “school choice” and
they think vouchers. The reality is that school
choice means any educational option that a 
parent or guardian would choose. So home
schooling, charter schools, any of those options,
are school choice. Wisconsin is one of the largest
states with home-schooled children in the
nation. In Milwaukee, we have about 13,000
students in charter schools. More than half of
those charter schools are formerly public
schools. There are 14,800 students in the choice
program who receive vouchers. In the voucher
schools you’ve got a Hmong school, a Muslim
school, a Jewish school, with Catholic schools
making up the majority, about 90%. Most of
the money raised before we had vouchers was
actually raised by the Catholic business commu-
nity, but they had no problem with vouchers
going to kids who went to Baptist, Jewish, non-
sectarian private schools. They were interested
in high quality education and parents being
able to choose. …

So you don’t lose the Catholic identity with 
the choice?

Absolutely not. Unlike charter schools,
which are public schools, we are Catholic
schools that take vouchers. We are not choice
schools. Choice doesn’t run us. Before we had
vouchers, we were raising over a million dollars



a year to cover scholarships for kids, and if the
voucher program dried up tomorrow, we are
confident we could raise the 3 million dollars or
so to continue. We’re not beholden to the state,
and we will never sell our Catholicity to the
state. …

How does the choice program affect stu-
dents with learning disabilities or other spe-
cial needs who otherwise would not be
served by private schools that can choose
not to take them? 

One argument made early on was that
Catholic schools take the cream of the crop and
expel all of their problems. In fourteen years,
every argument used against Catholic and other
private schools has been proven false. First of
all, public schools don’t take everybody. What
are reformed schools or alternative schools? Kids
don’t choose those. If you’re expelled from a
public school, that’s where you go. The public
school system has to provide education for every
student. No single public school deals with 
all of the different special needs students. In
Milwaukee, for example, kids who are ambula-
tory or who have serious special needs are 
chartered out to St. Coletta’s, a Catholic school.
It’s been that way for years. 

One of the things we have to do in the
Catholic schools is to work together with public
schools for special needs children. I think we
have an obligation to do everything we can to
deal with the kids who want to be in our
schools. Now that means Messmer may not have
a special needs program for ADD, ADHD or
CD kids, but the Milwaukee Archdiocese may
have a school where kids with special needs can
attend. So similar to public schools, we will
provide something. In Wisconsin, special needs
kid can be worth anywhere from $14,000-
$30,000, while under school choice we get
$5,800 for every kid. The public system gets to
keep the rest. So when I said it’s not about
money, it’s really not about money. It’s about
helping kids. …

How do answer the concern that with
vouchers parents will send their kids to pri-
vate schools or to suburban schools rather
than the inner city ones? Doesn’t it make
those schools mad?

Yes, it does. Somebody argued that you’re
punishing public schools. The way the voucher
works, a kid in Milwaukee is worth $11,000,
while the voucher is worth $5,800. The public
school system gets the rest of the money with-
out the kid, in fact making money on every kid
who goes to a private school. If you want to
cause a revolution in this country tomorrow,
close down the Catholic schools in your diocese.
You’re saving taxpayers millions of dollars.
You’ve been doing it for how many years? …

Vouchers don’t support schools; they sup-
porting parents who choose schools. What
vouchers do in K-12 education is create compe-
tition. Private schools already know they have
to serve customers because they’re tuition
dependent. If a parent gets mad and takes out
three kids, that’s hitting the bottom line. Public
schools get funded regardless of performance
every single year. But if they have to compete
with the neighboring independent or religious
school, all of a sudden curriculum becomes an
issue, facilities become an issue, teachers
become an issue. And the Milwaukee public
school board has admitted publicly that the
voucher program has improved the system.  �

“Choice doesn’t

run us. Before we

had vouchers, we

were raising over a

million dollars a

year to cover

scholarships for

kids, and if the

voucher program

dried up tomorrow,

we are confident

we could raise the

3 million dollars

or so to continue.

We’re not

beholden to the

state, and we will

never sell our

Catholicity to 

the state. …”
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Strengthening the Vocation of the Teacher

The John A. Ryan Institute’s 
Catholic Social Teaching and Catholic Education Program

How can teachers in Catholic schools and
universities prepare students to live out
their vocations with intellectual and moral
courage?

How can Catholic schools and universities
respond to the poverty suffered by the vast
majority of humanity?

How can Catholic social teaching shape 
the way literature, history, biology, music,
etc., are taught in Catholic schools and 
universities?

These are the type of questions addressed by the
Catholic Social Teaching and Catholic Education
program (CSTCE) in the John A. Ryan 
Institute. The program began in response to a
statement issued by the American bishops in
1998, Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges
and Directions: “Our social justice doctrine is not
shared or taught in a consistent and comprehen-
sive way in too many of our schools, seminaries,
religious education programs, colleges and 
universities.” 

The CSTCE Program seeks to identify the
connections between the doctrinal tradition of
Catholicism and Catholic social teaching (CST).
Professors Michael Naughton and Deborah
Ruddy, for example, teach an intensive CST
summer course to Catholic high school teachers,
which examines the social implications of the
doctrines of sin, the Incarnation, the cross and
the Eucharist. This theological work roots CST
more firmly in the whole of Catholicism, and
helps teachers to see that the struggle for justice
is integral to the life of faith. With an inte-
grated framework, teachers can more readily
apply CST to the culture and curricula of their
schools. 

The CSTCE program has identified three
areas that best tap the resources and needs of
UST and the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis:

1. Faculty Formation: The program sponsors 
conferences, workshops and lectures for UST
faculty.
• A CST faculty workshop, funded by Beyond

Career to Calling, a Lilly Endowment pro-
gram, will take place this J-Term. The topic 
is the intersection between CST and critical
pedagogy, an approach to education that
emphasizes social justice, stressing a critical
engagement with teaching and learning.

2. Curriculum Development: The program seeks
to develop undergraduate and graduate courses
that focus on the vocation of the Catholic school
teacher and on the social mission of Catholic
schools. 
• Christian Faith and the Education Profession:

UST undergraduates, particularly those
majoring in Catholic studies, theology and/or
education, can take this third-level theology
course, part of the Faith in the Professions
series. Because most professional education
focuses on technical matters, there is a need to
explicitly identify the distinctively Christian
contribution to professional preparation.

• Christian Faith Across the Curriculum: This cap-
stone Murray Institute course helps elemen-
tary and high school teachers design curricula
that integrate Catholic social teaching and
other core areas of Christian faith into the full
range of subjects offered in Catholic schools.
CST is best realized when it is woven into the
very substance of course material, not simply
tacked on to existing courses or treated as an
“extra-curricular.”  

EDUCATION
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3. Outreach: The program supports Catholic
educators who are interested in the development
of Catholic social teaching.  
• Catholic Social Teaching Across the Curriculum

conference: 170 faculty members from various
colleges and universities, ranging from UST
to Loyola College to Dartmouth, gathered at
UST on Oct. 23-25, 2003 to present ways
that they teach CST in their respective disci-
plines. Professors of literature, management,
education, engineering, theology, sociology,
economics, computer science, philosophy and
accounting presented papers and shared
resources. Keynote speakers included David
Solomon, director of the University of Notre
Dame Center for Ethics and Culture, and
Johan Verstraeten, professor of moral theology
at Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven, Belgium
(www.kuleuven.ac.be).

• A local Catholic school educators group began
last spring to support teachers in living out
their vocation with integrity. Conscious of the
way that teachers’ witness to social justice is a
central influence on students, this group seeks
to create a forum for teachers and administra-
tors to have substantive conversations about
their work and vocation. The group attended
this fall’s James and Edith Habiger lecture,
Catholic School Teachers Wanted and Needed
Today, given by Brother Bob Smith (see 
page 6 of this issue).

Catholic social teaching extends to a range of
issues that touch upon the many dimensions of
family and work life: the dignity of work; the
use of property; the importance of a living
wage; protection of the life of the unborn, the
terminally ill and death-row prisoners; peace-
building; and respect for the environment.
While seeking to engage this wide range of
issues, the CSTCE Program hopes to strengthen
the link between justice, faith and education.
Catholic school teaching is itself a crucial social
justice task. As Catholic institutions are 
increasingly staffed by laity who may lack a 
distinctively Catholic formation, the program’s
initiatives try to strengthen the Catholic school
teaching vocation. Deborah Ruddy, CSTCE pro-
gram director, remarks, “We hope that teachers
can see that excellence in education advances the
church’s work of social justice. Students will
live out justice more fully when they know how
to reason well in determining their response to
pressing social issues.” 

By fostering new partnerships and interdis-
ciplinary collaboration, the program hopes that
the Church’s social mission will be a powerful
witness to Christ’s transforming work in the
world.  �
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MURPHY INSTITUTE 

Formed last year, the Terrence J. Murphy
Institute for Catholic Thought, Law, and

Public Policy is a joint venture of the Center for
Catholic Studies and the School of Law that
focuses on the inter-relationship of the Catholic
intellectual tradition and civil law. 

The activities of the institute will be spread
over four broad areas. One focus will be on the
development of curricular materials to help law
professors integrate elements of the Catholic
intellectual tradition into their classes. Efforts
are underway to encourage the writing of course
modules in areas like property law.

A second area will be outreach to the com-
munity, especially the legal community. The
institute will sponsor presentations by members
of St. Thomas and by other prominent legal
scholars.

A third area of attention will be public pol-
icy analysis. The institute will bring together
experts from fields such as law, philosophy and
theology to examine issues of public policy. The
result will be a nonpartisan position paper
explaining the Catholic perspective on the issue.

Finally, the institute will encourage scholar-
ship. Work is needed to recover the Catholic
tradition for our time. Classic texts must be
translated and explained, and the relevance of
the tradition for modern problems must be
explored.

One way of doing this is to convene confer-
ences that bring together scholars from different
disciplines. At a time of increasing specializa-
tion, few opportunities exist for lawyers and
philosophers, historians and theologians to share
their research.

On April 7-9, 2005, the institute will host
a conference on “The Catholic Intellectual 
Tradition and the Good Society.” The conference

has attracted wide attention. Paper proposals
have been received from scholars in North
America, Latin America, Europe, Africa and
Australia, and prominent scholars John Finnis
and James Gordley have accepted invitations to
be part of the program.

The idea of the “Good Society” is deeply
embedded in the Catholic tradition. Early
Christian writers such as St. Ambrose and 
St. Augustine gave considerable attention to the
question of how a society ought to be shaped 
by the Gospel. They were fully aware that no
earthly society could be perfect, but they
believed that a society influenced by Christian
convictions could be genuinely good. Their
efforts helped guide the development of social
life in the Middle Ages. At this time much of
the foundation was laid for the modern frame-
work of Anglo-American law. Through the
secularization of our culture, we have often 
lost sight of what it might mean for a society to
be good. 

The conference will focus attention on this
question once again. We can expect to address
questions such as: What conception of the
human person is necessary for the Good Society?
What role does wealth play in the Good 
Society? What are the limits of individual 
liberty in the Good Society? How can religious
traditions contribute to public discourse in the
Good Society?

For more information, contact the 
co-directors of the institute, Professor Robert
Kennedy of the Center for Catholic Studies
(rgkennedy@stthomas.edu) or Professor 
Thomas Berg of the School of Law
(tcberg@stthomas.edu), or visit
www.stthomas.edu/law/centers/murphyinstitute/.

�

Focuses on Catholic Intellectual Tradition
and Civil Law

The institute is

named for the late

Msgr. Terrence J.

Murphy, president 

of UST from  

1966 to 1991.
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Corporate Social Responsibility 
in Minnesota

The recent scandals in corporate America
and Europe have intensified the growing

importance of business ethics and corporate
social responsibility (CSR). This past summer,
the John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social
Thought hosted a two-week seminar on corpo-
rate social responsibility in Minnesota for 
Italian students involved in a master’s program
on CSR at the Angelicum University in Rome.
The instructors for the seminar were Michael
Naughton, director of the Ryan Institute, and
Sister Helen Alford, O.P., dean of the faculty of
social sciences at the Angelicum.

The program examined the current state of
business ethics and CSR in our globalized 
economy. In this two-week intensive program
students and faculty explored the meaning of
business ethics and CSR from within a variety
of moral and spiritual traditions (liberal, Confu-
cian, Christian, etc.) and how these traditions
are connected to practical business problems.
An important part of the program was the visits
to companies integrating business ethics and
CSR into their practices and policies.

The University of St. Thomas community
was especially helpful in providing a substantive
and broad picture of CSR in Minnesota. The
Center for Ethical Business Cultures was of in-
estimable value in organizing visits for students
to receive an up-close view of various companies
in Minnesota such as 3M, General Mills,
Medtronic, Reell, Foldcraft, Valspar, Toro, etc.
The Koch Chair in Business Ethics, Ken Good-
paster, and his colleague, Dean Maines, engaged
the students in a clear but sophisticated lecture
and conversation on how one can begin to meas-
ure the social responsibilities of corporations.
David Koch (UST trustee) hosted a wonderful
lunch at the Minneapolis Club and spoke to the
group on the deep commitments business lead-
ers in Minnesota have toward CSR. Tom 

Holloran (UST management professor and for-
mer chairman of Medtronic) and John Stout
(from Fredrickson & Byron and UST adjunct
law professor) explored with the group the role
of corporate governance in promoting socially
responsible organizations. Both Naughton and
Alford were grateful for the generosity and 
wisdom of their colleagues and friends at 
St. Thomas in making the program a great 
success. 

This was the first year that the University
of St. Thomas and the Angelicum have run this
joint program for graduate students from Italy.
The students saw it as a high point to their
graduate program. They were fascinated by all
the companies they saw and the various perspec-
tives on CSR that they were able to explore. In
particular the program allowed them to see
more clearly the differences between the way
things work in their home country and in
another such as the United States. This multi-
cultural experience is always helpful in over-
coming overly simplistic generalizations of par-
ticular cultures. 

Because of the success of the program,
Naughton and Alford will teach the program
again next year.  �
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This past August, the John A. Ryan Insti-
tute for Catholic Social Thought organized

a follow-up seminar to the Bilbao, Spain, sym-
posium on Business as a Calling, The Calling of
Business (this symposium was reported on in the
fall 2003 Perspectives). The seminar was held at
the St. Paul Seminary, whose hospitality was
second to none. 

The purpose of the seminar was to gather a
smaller number of scholars and practitioners
(25) from the Bilbao symposium and begin to
develop an integrated volume of essays that
would better clarify the role of vocation to busi-
ness life within the Catholic social tradition.
Such a volume would serve to help business
educators within Catholic and Christian univer-
sities to better fulfill their mission.

Conference participants included an inter-
esting mix of theologians, philosophers, CEOs,
accountants, economists, management scholars,
lawyers and consultants. This interdisciplinary
conversation presented challenges throughout
the seminar, such as when CEOs in the seminar

expressed frustration at what they saw as the
lack of practicality of particular discussions, or
when theologians expressed the need for great
intellectual clarity. Despite the challenges, all
the participants were committed to the impor-
tance of engaging the work of business in voca-
tional understanding within the Catholic social
tradition.

The first principal theme of the UST semi-
nar (as well as of the Bilbao symposium) was
Business as a Calling: Is there such a thing as a
personal calling to business as a vocation? If so,
what is the nature of this calling? What is the
person being called to be or to do? While the
history of these questions within the Catholic
tradition is more complex than most think,
there has been a popularized version in the his-
tory of the church that only priests and religious
have vocations. Since Vatican II and especially
the papacy of John Paul II, there has been sig-
nificant reflection on the meaning of vocation
for people’s work and especially for those in
business. 

One very important point that came up in
the seminar concerning one’s personal calling is
what John Haughey coined “receivement.” He
explained that “Christ’s followers are called not
first and foremost to do anything, but to make
their own what has been done unto them [that
Christ’s death and resurrection has saved us].
They are to make room in their minds and
hearts for this foundational action done on their
behalf and on behalf of all peoples and to pin
whatever hopes they have for the whole human
enterprise on this act of God in Christ — these
are the primary activities of one who would
respond to their calling.” In their pragmaticism
and can-do attitude, Americans and especially
American businesspeople will often find the
idea of vocation only in terms of their achieve-
ments and lose this primacy of receptivity,
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Papers Presented

John Haughey, “The Primacy of Receivement”

John Dalla Costa, “Serious Business: Practicing
Management from the Needs of the Soul”

Johan Verstraeten, “From Business as a Calling
to the Calling of Christians in Business: How Faith
Makes a Difference”

Ernest Pierucci, “Gift as the Basis of the 
Business Vocation”

Juan  Hinojosa, “What Is Vocation?”

Denise Daniels,Timothy Dearborn, Randal
S. Franz, Gary Karns, Jeff Van Duzer and
Kenman L.Wong, “Towards a Theology of 
Business”

Gary Chamberlain, “Protestant and Catholic
Notions of Vocation”

William Toth, “The Entrepreneurial Calling:
Perspectives from Rahner”

Andre Delbecq, “Crossing the Frontier to 
Vocational Awareness Through Meditation and
Journaling”

Jack Ruhe and Ron Nahser, “Pedagogical 
Models and Practice”

Regina Wolfe and Shirley Roels, “Roman
Catholic and Protestant Perspectives on Business
as a Calling: Managerial Leadership in the Corpo-
rate Sphere”

Michael Stebbins, “Leadership, Discernment,
and the Elusiveness of Understanding”

which takes the habits of silence, contempla-
tion, prayer and worship.

The other principal theme of the seminar is
the The Calling of Business: Is there such a
thing as a “calling” for the business enterprise
itself? If so, what is the nature of this calling or
mission? Can one speak of a corporate or organi-
zational calling or mission? David Herrera took
one organization, Mondragon Cooperatives, a
multi-billion company, and explored the insti-
tutional implications of what a calling means.
David Specht and Dick Broholm utilized what
they called the Seeing Things Whole model to
explore their claim that God loves institutions,
including business institutions, and that people
are called not just as individuals, but also as
communities, especially communities of work. 

Like all seminars, there were many 
questions left unanswered and half-answered,
which is why all were comforted by Cardinal
Newman’s insight on vocation:

God created me to do Him some definite
service; He has committed some work to me
that He has not committed to another. I
have my mission — I never may know it
fully in this life, but I shall be told it in the
next. Somehow, I am necessary to His 
purposes … I am a link in a chain, a bond
of connection between persons. He has not
created me for naught.

If anyone is interested in reading any of the
papers from the symposium they should 
contact either Mary Kay O’Rourke, 
mkorourke@stthomas.edu, or Michael Naughton,
mjnaughton@stthomas.edu.  �

Seminar
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The Call to

Justice
The Legacy of 
Gaudium et spes 
40 Years Later
In the economic and social realms ... the dignity and complete
vocation of the human person and the welfare of society as a 
whole are to be respected and promoted. For the person is the
source, the center, and the purpose of all economic and social life
(Gaudium et spes, 63).

At the very end of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), the 
bishops of the world issued a very prophetic conciliar document

titled Church in the Modern World, otherwise known by its Latin title,
Gaudium et spes. The John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social Thought
in collaboration with the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, along
with several other American and European universities, will host a confer-
ence in Vatican City, March 16-18, on this very important document. A
principal question for the conference is: How does the social teaching of
Vatican II throw light on the connection between justice and the vocation
to be a fully human being? 

The conference organizers received over 250 paper proposals. Approx-
imately 60 of those papers will be presented at the conference, and
approximately 125 of them will be published on the John A. Ryan Web
site. These papers will advance the philosophical and theological founda-
tions of the Catholic social tradition, with particular reference to the
themes raised by Gaudium et spes, and will connect this foundation with a
reflection on the real-world situations we face today. 

For more information, please contact Mary Kay O’Rourke, 
mkorourke@stthomas.edu or Michael Naughton, mjnaughton@stthomas.edu, 
or visit www.stthomas.edu/gaudium.

Conference
Sponsors 

■ Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 

■ John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social
Thought of the Center for Catholic Studies
at the University of St. Thomas

■ Centre for the Study of Catholic Social
Doctrine, Università Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore, Milan, Italy 

■ Centre for Catholic Social Thought,
Catholic University of  Leuven, Belgium

■ The Cardinal Pavan Chair for Social
Ethics, Faculty of Social Science, Pontifical
University of St. Thomas (Angelicum),
Rome, Italy

■ Faculty of Social Science, Gregorianum,
Rome, Italy

■ Peter J. Tobin School of Business and the
Vincentian Center, St. John’s University,
New York
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Three Central Themes of the Gaudium et spes Conference

1. Theological Reflection: What does it mean
to say that Christ reveals to humanity its
highest calling (GS, 22)? What are the impli-
cations of this vocation for a just temporal
order? What does it mean to say that human-
ity is made in the image of God, especially in
terms of an understanding of the human per-
son and his or her dignity? How does this
theological vision compare and contrast with
the contemporary discussions on human dig-
nity and human rights? How does the gospel
contribute to reading the signs of the times?
How do the theological doctrines of creation,
redemption, eschatology, etc. illuminate our
understanding of time? What happens when
we lose an adequate sense of history and sin as
well as a profound sense of the future and
eschatology in understanding the present
times? How does a hermeneutical relation-
ship between contemporary readers and a
contemporary context and the text of the
gospels contribute to reading the signs of the
times? 

2. Exploration of the Church’s Mission in the
Social Order: John Paul II has asked for “an
examination of conscience regarding the
reception of the Second Vatican Council.”
What has been the reception of Gaudium et
spes in the Church? In light of the changes
since Gaudium et spes, how does our current
situation inform the vocation of the Church
in the world today? What has been the
impact of Gaudium et spes on the social mis-
sion of the Church? In discerning God’s will

within history, what are the significant ques-
tions the Church’s social teachings should be
facing? How are the various Catholic move-
ments, agencies for social action and other
witnesses in the Church responding to the
signs of the times, and what can we learn
from these witnesses? What are the chal-
lenges of the world to the Church, and how
should the Church be challenging the world?  

3. Examination of Contemporary Economic,
Political and Social Issues: What illumi-
nating reflection and analysis can we make of
the social problems and issues in light of the
Catholic social tradition? What does the
gospel, the Catholic social tradition (human
dignity, common good, participation, sub-
sidiarity, etc.) and an understanding of the
Christian vocation offer to the economic and
political questions of our time (globalization,
the role of the firm, wealth inequity, poverty,
consumerism, international peace, immigra-
tion, democracy, terrorism, trade unions, 
welfare, nationalism, international governing
bodies, legislation with regards to life ques-
tions, etc.)? What movements and witnesses
provide a new understanding of socio-
economic and political issues in light of the
vision and method of Gaudium et spes? What
is the role of culture in forming the political
and economic areas? In particular, what is the
role of the family in reconstructing diffused
trust, community life, substantial democracy
and economic participation?  �
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Lilly Grant Sponsors Symposium on
the Vocation of Women

In the spring of 2002, women from several
academic disciplines formed a “think tank” to

respond to Pope John Paul II’s call for a new
“Christian feminism.” Drawn together by their
love of the Church, they share a conviction that

women, both in their
roles as mothers and
as professionals, are
critical in the recov-
ery of the culture.
They named them-
selves the Siena
Group, after 
St. Catherine of
Siena. Their mission
is to investigate the
implications of the
Church’s teaching for
an authentic anthro-
pology and feminism. 

The group organized a weeklong sympo-
sium in June 2004 to explore “The Work of
John Paul II and the Vocation of the Profes-
sional Woman.” The Pope’s work is rich with
insight into the role and vocation of women in
the modern world, not only because he has
referred to himself as the “feminist” Pope but
also because of the breadth and depth of his
thought, always grounded in an affirmation of
life and the dignity of the human person. The
aim of the gathering was to dig into several of
John Paul’s major works in order to derive their
significance and meaning for what the group
calls “personalist feminism,” a reflection of the
Holy Father’s philosophical and theological
commitment to the importance of every human
person.

The symposium, open to the entire univer-
sity community, filled quickly. The interest
generated by the topic led the group to hold

informal, public talks in the mornings and more
intimate discussions in the afternoons. Each day
was devoted to a different writing of John
Paul’s, intended to highlight its key points and
spell out the implications for understanding the
role of women in our culture. The week began
with an investigation of the meaning of human
personhood and of the fundamental vocation of
both women and men as children of God. 

Texts included the Pope’s letter to women
(Mulieris Dignitatem), his encyclicals on the role
of the family in the modern world (Familiaris
Consortio), the Gospel of Life (Evangelium Vitae),
the Splendor of Truth (Veritatis Splendor), and on
human work (Laborem Exercens), as well as Cen-
tesimus Annus.

By all accounts, the symposium was a suc-
cess, though much work remains. But the
opportunity to think together on this complex
and controversial topic for an extended period of
time proved to be a rich and worthwhile experi-
ence for every participant. It also was clear from
those who attended the public lectures that
there is a real longing for a “feminism” that
affirms the role played by women in the public
sphere, without marginalizing her role as
mother, whether physical or spiritual. The
organizers of this year’s symposium have begun
to think ahead to next summer when they hope
to include a wider spectrum of participants and
academic disciplines.  �

The aim of the gath-

ering was to dig into

several of John Paul’s

major works in order

to derive their signifi-

cance and meaning

for what the group

calls “personalist 

feminism,” a reflec-

tion of the Holy

Father’s philosophical

and theological 

commitment to the

importance of every

human person.

WOMEN AND THE CHURCH



19

Mary Ellen Bork Speaks on “Affirming the
Feminine Role in a Secular Age”

In April of 2004, The Moss Program for
Christian Social Thought and Management,

Catholic Women at Work, and the Archdioce-
san Office for Family, Laity, Youth and Young
Adults, co-sponsored a visit by Mary Ellen Bork
to speak about the role of women in the recov-
ery of culture. Bork, who lives with her hus-
band, Judge Robert Bork, in Virginia, describes
herself as a freelance writer and lecturer on
issues affecting Catholic life and culture. Her
articles have appeared in the National Catholic
Register, the Washington Times and The New
Criterion. Bork also sits on the board of many
well-known organizations, including the School
of Philosophy at Catholic University of Ameri-
can, Christendom College, the Cardinal New-
man Society, the Institute for Religion and
Democracy, and Women Affirming Life.

Bork visited with several groups during her
stay, including law school faculty, seminarians
and members of the Siena Group, a think tank
devoted to the development of Christian femi-
nism. Every encounter was a lively exchange of
ideas, marked by her articulate grasp of the
issues facing our culture and her graceful way of
sharing her wisdom. Her visit culminated with
a public lecture in O’Shaughnessy auditorium
to a large crowd made up of students and fac-
ulty, as well as members of the larger Twin
Cities community.

Bork’s talk focused on the special gifts that
women bring to public life, especially as
expressed by Pope John Paul II in his letter to

women, Mulieris Dignitatem. She affirmed the
Holy Father’s interpretation of scripture and
argued along with him that the care of human-
ity actually is entrusted to women. Women have
a special responsibility to look after and nurture
people in both body and spirit. And when we
forget that this is our role, humanity suffers. “A
lot of people are not happy with the feminist
message. They want to see limits on abortion,”
Bork said. “Women need to defend marriage
and life it in a dignified way; they need to
defend the role of motherhood.”

And motherhood is not just a physical 
phenomenon. Women who do not have children
are still called to the nurture and care of other
persons, as well as of ideas or of projects at work
or in other aspects of public life. We have a cre-
ative role to play, wherever God has placed us. 

While Bork was certainly concerned about
the current state of the culture, she remained
optimistic in her outlook. She argued that many
young people have witnessed firsthand — in
their families and elsewhere — the fact that 
certain choices do not bring happiness. She
encouraged the audience to stay the course in
presenting our youth with an alternative to that
offered by the media and popular culture. “They
want to hear the truth about the meaning of
life. The biblical approach to life is attractive
and not at all antique.”  �
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In light of the presidential election, can any-
one doubt that we need to produce a genera-

tion of well-informed, committed Catholics to
participate in public life and conversation? Exit
polls confirmed that among the most com-
pelling concerns among voters, outpacing both
“terrorism” and “the economy,” was the ques-
tion of “moral values.” Catholic character forma-
tion was at the center of our political conversa-
tion for months. It was a remarkable witness to
the power of the Catholic faith and its impor-
tance in American civic life. 

It’s for precisely this reason, and a host of
others, that we need to develop integrated, dis-
ciplined, faithful and intelligent Catholics who
will lead the national conversation among the
next generation. Whatever challenges lie ahead
for the country, Catholicism is front and center
among the issues. 

That’s why we’re hopeful about and com-
mitted to developing a program that will instill
in the student a comprehensive encounter with
the Catholic intellectual tradition in all its
robust splendor. We’re hopeful because we see a
steady stream of young people entering our pro-
gram needing no convincing of its value or sig-
nificance for their lives. Because of your efforts,
spreading the word about our program, we
experience a growing awareness and enthusiasm
for Catholic Studies. Some twenty high school
students traveled from South Dakota to get a
taste of Catholic Studies and what Catholic col-
lege life can offer. Thanks to the generosity of
Father Jim Shea and others, we can count on
developing continually increasing interest in the
program. 

We’re committed because we understand
the culture into which these young people will
enter, with its complexities and challenges, its
promise and rewards. Young people are espe-

cially eager to enter contemporary life with a
vital Catholicism, one that is well-informed and
prepared to engage issues. They have good rea-
son to believe they are needed. This past elec-
tion was remarkable, in part, for the significant
time given to issues central to Catholic moral
tradition, its social teachings and its commit-
ment to protecting innocent life. 

We hosted discussion sessions, Engaging
Truth, designed to offer students a range of
views concerning Catholics and political life.
We’ve inaugurated the Murphy Institute to
address issues of law and public policy locally
and abroad. A new topics course examines the
issues of Catholicism and our habits of con-
sumption. And we continue to offer courses
seeking to integrate our faith and professional
formation. 

We’re developing a new course, The Church
and Culture, as part of our sequence of courses
for the major. The animating conviction of the
course is the notion that the church is social in
nature, is compelled to consider public life and
is called to serve as a witness of hope. The eco-
nomic, political, legal and social dimensions are
all addressed in light of the foundational, doc-
trinal convictions about Jesus Christ and the
Church. This capstone experience came about as
a result of students, who insisted that they be
adequately prepared to evangelize in contempo-
rary life.

Our faith has never been more vital to pub-
lic life. And though presidential politics may
seem like a remote and distant prospect now
that we’ve completed the election, we shouldn’t
forget that some of the men and women faced
with the responsibility to participate in the next
presidential election just walked in our door as
freshmen in Catholic Studies. They’ll be ready;
you can count on it.  �

Undergraduate Program
Preparing Students to Engage Contemporary Culture 
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Alum Joins Staff 
in New Position

Leah Strand, a Catholic Studies graduate,
joined the staff of the Center for Catholic

Studies in October as coordinator of recruitment
and marketing efforts.

The new position will enable the Catholic
Studies Department to focus more attention on
increasing its visibility and recognition on a
local, regional and even national level. The goal
is to make students aware that the department
exists and to expose them to its many benefits.
“Essentially, my purpose is to invite students to
consider the opportunity for a sustained study of
their faith in college,” said Strand, who gradu-
ated from St. Thomas in 2003 with a degree in
journalism (concentration in public relations) as
well as Catholic Studies.

As the oldest and largest program of its
kind, Catholic Studies at St. Thomas has a
strong reputation. Initial plans for recruitment,
which include strengthening the awareness of
the department’s offerings among current 
St. Thomas students as well as connecting with
high school students through their schools and
parishes, will build upon that reputation and
increase the knowledge of the department in the
greater Catholic community. 

“We want to meet students where they
are,” Strand said. “So many students are explor-
ing and questioning what is important to them;
plus, they are trying to make decisions about
the college that is right for them and the career
path they want to pursue. Our hope is to
encourage them to explore the breadth and
beauty of the Catholic intellectual tradition and
its application to both their personal and profes-
sional lives.”  

Strand also emphasized the importance of
showing students the relevance and practicality
of a degree in Catholic Studies. Students and
their parents often want to know what they will
be able to do with the degree after graduation.

“The beautiful thing about the
nature of the program is that it allows
for students to go in unlimited direc-
tions,” Strand said. The majority of stu-
dents in the department are double
majors in fields ranging from business
to psychology to education. Students
are able to gain a strong background in
pre-professional study as well as a
deeper understanding of the Catholic
intellectual tradition and its implica-
tions for their vocation.  

“And they are able to see how the
two can be related,” explained Strand,
who is thankful for the way her
Catholic Studies courses complemented
the work she was doing in her journal-
ism courses.

“My own experience as a Catholic
Studies student was positive and fruitful. The
understanding of my faith that I gained as well
the opportunity to think critically about things
that really matter have truly shaped the person
that I am today,” she said. “I look forward to
sharing that experience with prospective stu-
dents of the program.”

Strand is from Granite Falls, Minn. Before
joining the Catholic Studies staff, she worked as
an admissions counselor for St. Thomas. Strand
says she is “thrilled to be able to play a more
active role in advancing the department and
spreading the word about the good work being
done in Catholic Studies at St. Thomas.”  �
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On May 26-30, 2004, 11 faculty, staff and
administrators from the School of Social

Work and the Theology and Catholic Studies
departments gathered for the Catholic Intellec-
tual Tradition (CIT) seminar at the Gainey Con-
ference Center in Owatonna, Minn. Seminar
participants read from classic Catholic authors
such as Augustine, Aquinas, Geoffrey Chaucer

and John Henry
Newman, as well as
modern Catholics
such as Dorothy Day,
Margaret O’Brien
Steinfels and John
Paul II. These read-
ings were inter-
spersed with selec-
tions from critics of
the Catholic tradition
such as Friedrich
Nietzsche and Nicolo
Machiavelli.  

The provocative readings and scenic atmos-
phere at Gainey led to lively conversation about
topics ranging from the nature of human happi-
ness, the meaning of true leisure, and the iden-
tity and mission of the Catholic university. Par-
ticipants reflected deeply on their own vocations
as teachers, administrators and staff, allowing
themselves to be guided by the wisdom of the

Catholic tradition. One of the highlights of the
seminar was a theatrical performance, put on by
the participants, of the classic play, A Man for
All Seasons by Robert Bolt. Thomas Rochon,
UST executive vice-president, did a masterful
job playing St. Thomas More!  

The seminar closed with a celebratory din-
ner and Mass with Fr. Jim Lies, C.S.C., who
teaches in the UST Psychology Department and
assists at Nativity of Our Lord parish in St.
Paul. Participants were challenged to continue
the rich interdisciplinary conversation among
colleagues at UST and to integrate the insights
of the Catholic intellectual tradition into their
professional work. In August, the seminar
members gathered for a barbecue at Theology
Department Chair Terry Nichols’ house, and
further reunions are expected.

The CIT seminar is organized through the
John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social
Thought and financially supported by the Lilly
Endowment.

Participants in the seminar—

Theology:
Terry Nichols
Barbara Sain

From School of Social Work:
Barbara Shank
Mari Ann Graham
Barbara Berger
Michael Chovanec
Theresa McPartlin

Catholic Studies:
Deborah Ruddy
Brian Green 
Mary Kay O’Rourke

From Administration:
Thomas Rochon

Barbara Sain and Deborah
Ruddy served as moderators
for the seminar. They plan to
moderate a second seminar
together next year.

Seminar participants perform 
in A Man for All Seasons

Catholic Intellectual
Tradition Seminar
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Alumni Profile

Eugen Nagy, M.A. ’04

What do you want to do after you 
graduate?” This was the predictable

response to my disclosing that I was (still?
again?) studying — this time, for a master’s
degree in Catholic Studies at the University of
St. Thomas. My answer was always at hand,
since my plans for the “after you graduate”
period represented, in fact, the goals that led me
to start these studies in the first place. Usually I
explained that after the M.A. in Catholic Stud-
ies I intended to pursue an interdisciplinary
program of study on politics and religion at the
doctoral level, and that in order to do that, I
wanted to learn more about the theological
dimension of the problem. 

“So how does the Catholic Studies program
fit into this picture?” I think that the issue had
three main aspects, all of which were very
important for me: flexibility, accessibility and
interdisciplinary nature.

Let’s start with the interdisciplinary nature
of the program. At the very core of “Catholic
studies” is the idea that we must reintegrate all
areas of human knowledge into that unifying
perspective that is the mark of the Catholic
Church. Geometry and politics, painting and
biology, machines and sexuality — there is no
area that falls outside the reach of God; yet, they
all have their natural autonomy. From this per-
spective, you can see the richness of the Catholic
Studies program, and this is also where flexibil-
ity and accessibility come into the picture. 

Flexibility, as in being able to choose five of
the 10 courses that were required for the degree,
and having several options for the five manda-
tory ones. Flexibility, as in being able to dedi-
cate my research papers on the issues of interest
for me. Flexibility, as in being able to frame
independent studies that would even better suit

my needs. Flexibility, as in being able
to get involved in internships and
research projects where I could get
(back) to the practical track, studying
the relationship between politics and
religious organizations, or as in work-
ing for the Pontifical Council for Jus-
tice and Peace of the Holy See, in
Rome, Italy. 

Italy? Did I mention accessibil-
ity? How much closer to the core of
the Church can you get, than when
your fingers are touching the walls of
the catacombs, than when you are
lost in the frescoes of the cupolas of
Rome, than when you share with col-
leagues from all over the world a class
taught by a Dominican from another
part of the world? How much closer,
than when you are meeting with His
Holiness, Pope John Paul II?

And speaking of accessibility — all of this
was made possible by the people involved in the
program and because of their ongoing support:
personal, academic and financial.

Looking back, therefore, from Washington,
D.C., where I’m pursuing an interdisciplinary
Ph.D. in political science at the Catholic Uni-
versity of America, I see that Catholic Studies
means an attempt toward regaining the broader
— and deeper — perspective, and what else
does true education mean, if not that?  �

“

“At the very core of

‘Catholic studies’ is

the idea that we must

reintegrate all areas

of human knowledge

into that unifying 

perspective that is

the mark of the

Catholic Church.” 
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MASTER OF ARTS  ❖ S

Margo Brown

“Having started with John Henry Newman,
We’ve read authors of wit and acumen.
A theme running through
Their writings — so true:
Being Catholic will make you more human.”

So ran a limerick I composed for one of the first
courses I took in pursuit of a master’s in
Catholic studies. “Being Catholic will make you
more human” sums up one of the most intrigu-
ing truths I have learned in this program.  

One of the authors we studied in that first
course, English Catholics Confronting Moder-
nity, was Father Robert Hugh Benson. In his
book Confessions of a Convert, he makes the claim
that “unless the Catholic Religion is intended
for the whole world, it is false.” This struck me
as rather presumptuous — could it actually be
true that everyone ought to be Catholic or the
faith is not fit for anyone? The question had my
full attention.

Catholic anthropology was not a subject I
had heard much about prior to beginning this
degree. In subsequent classes, however, I learned
more about the Catholic view of human nature.  

My parents had taught us that we should
use our wills to do what we ought, not what we
simply feel like doing. But how this was a par-
ticipation in the dignity of being human was
further clarified for me in Thomistic Moral The-
ology. Here, I learned that because passions are
something we share with the animals, we can-
not rely on them to help us live authentic

human lives; rather, we must use our intellects
and wills to lead a truly human life.

In Catholic Thought and Culture I and II, I
saw another way in which the Church aids us in
living authentically human lives. A theme of
both courses was the incarnational element of
the faith. Jesus’ Incarnation makes possible our
entire sacramental system, allowing the human
desire for transcendence to be realized in time
and space. I realized how important imagination
and symbolism are to the human capacity for
having “the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things unseen.”

As the priest teaching that first course 
summarized it, the Catholic faith, because it
originates with the One who created us, corre-
sponds to the truth of who we are. It’s true:
Being Catholic will make you more human!  �

“I realized how impor-

tant imagination and

symbolism are to the

human capacity for

having ‘the assurance

of things hoped for, the

conviction of things

unseen.’ ”
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TUDENT REFLECTIONS

Nathan Metzinger

Irecently changed careers after seven years of
service in youth retreat ministry. During that

time, I didn’t get many questions about the rea-
sons for my graduate work with Catholic Stud-
ies. After all, it’s for the job, right? Now, my
work as a recruiter for finance and accounting
executives combined with the reality of my
undergraduate education (biomedical science)
creates a seemingly nonsensical equation in the
minds of many I meet. Then comes the
inevitable question: “Why Catholic studies?”
My one-class-a-semester pace has given me
ample time to consider the question. Here are
some brief answers.

First, education should not be simply a
means to an end. “I am getting an education in
X, so that I can get a job in X.” That is not
education. That’s job training. Education is that
which makes you a better person. Some things
are worth knowing just to know them.

Second, faith and culture are inextricably
connected. My actions as a person at home and
at work are all affected by my beliefs. My faith
is woven into the fabric of my life. I hope this is
true for everyone. No matter what my profes-
sion — business, law, education, medicine, gov-
ernment — how I act is formed by what I
believe.

Lastly, I remember that, as a Christian, my
primary vocation is the pursuit of holiness. In
this sense, education is “job training” for my
most important job… that of living a life in
imitation of Christ.

I am grateful for the vision of the Depart-
ment of Catholic Studies and the University of
St. Thomas for providing an education that is
not simply career advancement but is personal
advancement. My coursework has been chal-
lenging and enlightening. It has allowed me to
more fully integrate my faith into all aspects of
my life while pursuing it at a pace that still
allows me to live my life. It has made me a bet-
ter husband, father, supervisor, employee, citi-
zen and Christian. Now when people ask me
“Why are you pursuing Catholic studies?” I
respond, “The real question is: Why aren’t
you?”  �

I am grateful for 

the vision of the

Department of

Catholic Studies 

and the University 

of St.Thomas for

providing an educa-

tion that is not 

simply career

advancement but is

personal advance-

ment.
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What’s New from Logos:
A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture

Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture, the interdisciplinary jour-
nal published quarterly by the Center for Catholic Studies, has a new
managing editor. Journal editor Michael C. Jordan, a professor in the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas English Department, announced the Nov. 1 arrival
of new managing editor Kathleen M. Keller. She replaces Maya Hamilton,
who has accepted a teaching position at St. Paul Academy after nearly two
years of excellent service to the journal. Keller has experience as a business
analysis and project manager for WebMD Corporation, and for two years
has served as managing editor and co-editor of Basilica, a large circulation
Catholic magazine published three times a year by the Basilica of St. Mary
in Minneapolis. The managing editor is in charge of the production of the
journal and works closely with the editor and associate editors, who are in
charge of content.

The Winter 2005 issue of the journal will be published this month and
offers wide-ranging explorations of Catholic intellectual and cultural life.
Father Martin Rhonheimer, an eminent German theologian, presents a
defense of Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of Christ.” After examining the
views of many of the film’s critics, Rhonheimer finds that “the golden
thread running through the entire film is the absolute sovereignty of the
God-man, Jesus, over all that is happening, and his acceptance of the
Father’s will.” Rhonheimer also defends the film against the opinion
offered by some critics that the film tends to support anti-Semitism.

Also in this issue an article by Peter Hodgson, a Fellow of Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, and a research physicist, examines the controversy sur-
rounding Galileo and provides a nuanced scientific, historical and theo-
logical account of the controversy. In “Galileo the Theologian,” Hodgson
shows the source of the theological issues raised by Galileo’s views and
identifies the lessons learned by the Church as it worked toward a new
understanding of the relationship between scientific and theological
thinking.

Other topics explored in this issue include the religious significance of
drama, an examination of the development of Catholic social thought to
deal with issues of economic justice, an overview of the life and work of
Chiara Lubich, founder of the International Focolare Movement, and a dis-
cussion of Flannery O’Connor’s views of Simone Weil. We encourage read-
ers of Perspectives to learn more about the journal Logos from its home page
(www.stthomas.edu/cathstudies/logos), where they can also enter a sub-
scription to the journal.
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I N  M E M O R I A M

Karen Franzwa ’02
(1960-2004)

The Center for Catholic Studies remembers Karen Franzwa ’02, who died
in an auto accident on Sept. 23, 2004, in St. Paul. Born in Moorhead,
Minn., Franzwa graduated from high school in St. Cloud, Minn., and
received a degree in architectural drafting from St. Cloud Area Vocational
Technical Institute. She worked for more than 16 years in production arts,
printing and graphics. In 1996 she entered the University of St. Thomas,
completing her degree in theology and Catholic Studies while continuing
to work full time. During her studies Franzwa also spent a semester study-
ing at the Angelicum as part of the Catholic Studies Rome program. She
graduated summa cum laude in 2002.

She began discerning a religious vocation about 13 years ago and had
seriously explored specific communities for the past three years. In Febru-
ary 2003 she began tutoring refugees and immigrants as a volunteer at
MORE Multicultural School for Empowerment in St. Paul, where she
worked alongside members of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Three
weeks before her death Franzwa entered the postulancy of the SSND order
in Mankato, Minn., living with the formation community at St. Matthew
Convent in St. Paul.

She is remembered as an exceptional student deeply grounded in her
Catholic faith. Gifted with creativity, Franzwa engaged in various hobbies,
including writing, painting, embroidering, photography, making Ukrain-
ian eggs, singing, and playing guitar and harmonica. She also had a great
love for the outdoors and spent time hiking, biking, canoeing and camp-
ing. 

Franzwa is survived by her parents, six brothers and sisters, 15 nieces
and nephews, numerous other relatives, friends, and colleagues, and by her
sisters in the School Sisters of Notre Dame community. The faculty and
staff of the Center for Catholic Studies share in their loss and extend our
sympathy to all who mourn her passing into eternal life.

Karen Franzwa, third from left
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